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                       F.  Expected Fruit
                 3.  “Joy!”
Scripture Study:  John 15:1-11
Memory Verse:   
John 15:11



Date Memorized_________________
Reflection:

When asked the question: “What do you want most out of life?”  Almost invariably the answer given to this magazine survey was: “Happiness…I just want to be happy!”  It is the goal of most of us.  Even the U.S. Constitution guarantees its citizens the right to pursue happiness.
 But when pressed for a clear definition of what we mean by happiness, we have a great deal of differences.  For some it means wearing the right clothes, driving the right car or living in the right environment.  For others their responses are in terms of ease, comfort, security, material objects money and/or health.  On closer examination our ideas of happiness most often center in self, in ego, and in possessions.
But what self-centered person was ever satisfied?  What egocentric human was ever content?  To the possession focused person, more and more still is the cry.  If we are in the pursuit of happiness as our goal or aim of our existence, we will be disappointed.

God’s Word reminds us that happiness or joy is not a goal, it is a result or a “fruit” of life and living.  It is a blessing that is derived from a life filled with meaning, with purpose, with commitment.  Happiness is the positive emotional response to the “happenings” in one’s life.  But the roots of that emotional response come from an inner joy that God gives through the Holy Spirit when a believer experiences Christ’s indwelling presence, and begins to see and experience his/her life from God’s perspective.  The joy-filled man is one who lives his life in response to God’s grace controlled by the love of Christ and directed by his faith in Christ. 
A.   Background Study:  John 15:1-10
1.   As you read John 15:1-3, who is “the true vine”…the “vine dresser”…and the “branches”?
· Explain the background to this imagery from Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:8; Hosea 10:1.
· In Jeremiah 2:21 who is the vine? …Why was it planted?....What has it done?  What does Jesus imply by calling Himself the “true vine”?
· What is expected from vines?  How do gardeners assist this process?
2. What “fruit” is expected from God’s people?  (Isaiah 43:6-7; Colossians 1:10; Galatians 5:22-23; Ephesians 5:8-10).
· According to John 15:4-8, on what does fruitfulness depend?_______________  What does this word mean?  (I John 2:6; 3:24; 4:12-15).
· How do you see God removing “dead branches” from your character?
3. Abiding in Christ and the pruning by God is all for a purpose.  What does God want to see happening in our lives?  (vs. 9- Romans 8:29; II Corinthians 3:18; Romans 5:3-5.)
· What is the key ingredient to abiding in Christ’s love?  (15:10)
B.   Memory Verse:   John 15:11
1.   Why did Jesus talk with His disciples about vines and branches?
2.   What are “these things” that Jesus spoke to His disciples that result in joy?  (John 13:34-35; John 14:3, 6, 13, 26-27; John 15:5, 7, 10).
· Are “these things” Jesus spoke of real and active in your life?
3.   How is the “my joy” of Jesus different from the happiness of our world?  (Isaiah 53:11; Ephesians 3:17; Luke 15:5, 9, 23, 32; Hebrews 12:2; I John 2:15-16).
· What is often our problem when we lack joy?  (Philippians 4:11, 13).
4.   What would you look for to say that your joy is complete? (Romans 15:13; John 15:12-17)
Challenge: Evaluate your life:  Are you a positive or negative person?  In light of what you’ve   studied, what needs to be pruned in your life and refocused for you to have Christ’s joy?
