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                       F.  Expected Fruit
                 2.  “Faith”
Scripture Study:  II Timothy 1:3-14
Memory Verse:   
 II Timothy 1:13



Date Memorized_________________
Reflection:

What does God expect to see in the lives of believers?  The Bible describes it as fruit!  Jesus said, “By their fruit you shall know them” (Matt. 7:20).  Paul later writes about the fruit of the Holy Spirit describing an attribute of living that demonstrates Christ’s indwelling presence as real…that His love is evident.  This means that expected fruit can only begin when a person is rooted in Christ’s love with a changed heart.
With the believer’s life reflecting Christ’s character, his behavior also begins to evidence a new perspective on life.  His works, actions and behavior become the by-product of his new faith in God.  Faith in its simplicity is taking God at His word.  By faith a believer transports God’s promises into the present tense and acts on them.  Real faith involves the whole person—mind, emotions, and will.  His mind embraces new knowledge, recognition and understanding of God’s truths, promises, and provisions made possible in Christ.  His heart, with its emotions, gives assent, or has a settled confidence and affirmation that Christ’s salvation, God’s promises and His provisions are applicable to his life and soul.  His will further responds with trust, a personal conviction, commitment to and appropriation of Christ not only for salvation but also submitting to Christ to live in and through him.
The expected fruit of faith then, is a gift from God and exhibits a living dimension, in the sense that it begins small as a mustard seed and then continues to grow, influencing every aspect of a believer’s life (Rom. 1:17).  A living faith believes the great things of God, it then does great things for God.
A.   Background Study:  II Timothy 1:3-12
1.   As Paul encourages Timothy to walk his faith, what does he say that models his faith that Christ is living in his life?  (1:3-4).
2. What impact did Timothy’s family have on him in developing a living faith?  (1:5).
· Why do you suppose Paul reminds Timothy of his mother and grandmother, and not his father?  (Acts 16:-3).
3. What is Paul teaching Timothy about his living faith and what impact should it have in his life?  (1:6-7).
4. From Paul’s words in II Timothy 1:8-10, why would you conclude that it is important that a believer’s faith must be rooted in convictions?
· What are these convictions about Jesus that Paul lifts up to Timothy?  (1:9-10)
5.    What further faith convictions does Paul speak of that enable him to go through difficult seasons in his living for the Lord?  (1:11-12; Acts 9:15-16; II Cor. 4:7-12).
B.   Memory Verse:   II Timothy 1:13
1.   From this verse, what is Paul saying that helps you understand the process of developing a living, active faith?
2.   What would you look for to conclude that someone’s Biblical instruction is “a pattern of sound teaching”?  What would make it ‘sound’?
3.   “To keep it with faith”….How would you define faith? (Heb. 11:1-3; 6)
4.   How does one guard his faith (1:14)?  What does God expect us to do with it? (II Tim. 2:2.)
Challenge:  In what facet of faith do you need grow so you will become more productive for Christ’s ministry?
