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      Equipping Faithful Men




                       F.  Expected Fruit
                 1.  “Love”
Scripture Study:  Galatians 5:16-26
Memory Verses:   
Galatians 5:22-23


Date Memorized_________________
Reflection:

As we equip men to become faithful in their walk as Christians, what can we expect to see?  In Matthew 7:20, Jesus states emphatically that “you will know them by their fruit.”  In other words, just as you can tell what kind of tree you’re looking at by examining its fruit, so you can determine whether a person is a Christian and whether or not he’s growing in Christ by inspecting aspects of his behavior.
The Christian life isn’t simply about believing some theology concerning God and Jesus; nor is it merely busyness in doing “church work”.  The reality of a Christian’s life involves both “doing” and “being”.  We can expect certain behavior to become more and more evident in a person’s life because of development in his character.  What primary criteria does Jesus point to that illustrates the reality, the depth and the maturity of a disciple of Christ?  In John 13:34-35, He states that “love” is the true mark, the expected fruit that will become the visible sign that reflects both “being” and “doing”..
In our background passage in Galatians, the Apostle Paul stipulates that when God’s Holy Spirit is truly at work in the believer, his character will produce fruit!  Notice that the word is not fruits.  This emphasizes that out of the presence of Christ’s love in a person’s life the Holy Spirit will generate other character qualities.
A.   Background Study:  Galatians 5:16-26
1.   To live life as a Christian, what struggle or tension must a disciple be aware of?                 (5:16-17).
· Take a moment to reflect on a believer’s old and new nature.  (Romans 6:5-13; 7:14-18; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 4:22-24).  How is the response of faith necessary for the Holy Spirit to have victory in you?
2. What does it mean to “walk by the spirit”…be “led by the spirit”?
3. What character traits does Paul describe that evidence that a person is not walking by the Spirit?  (5:19-21)
· How do these behavior characteristics show that a person has not adequately grasped his “freedom in Christ”? (Gal. 5:13-15).
4. What warning is given to those who live such sinful lives? (5:21)
· Why do you suppose many Christians tend to excuse the behavior of their old nature?
5.    How would you practically illustrate what it means to “crucify” the sinful nature and “keep in step” with the Spirit?  (5:24-26; Gal. 2:20).
B.   Memory Verse:  Galatians 5:22-23
1.   What is the result when a Christian willfully comes under the control of the Holy Spirit?
· What is the source of this fruit and explain why it is fruit and not fruits?
2.   How does one’s growth in Christ impact his response toward people?                                  (II Cor. 5:10-11; 14-16)
· Why did Paul want the Ephesians to be rooted and established in love?       (Ephesians 3:17-19)
3.   What does this love look like in practical living?  (I Cor. 13:4-8).
Challenge:  What acts of the sinful nature tend to entangle you and what do you need to do so you are reflecting Christ’s love in your life?
