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      Equipping Faithful Men




                       E.  The Resources

             6.  “God’s Grace”
Scripture Study:  I Corinthians 1:1-9
Memory Verse:   
I Corinthians 1:4, 5


Date Memorized_________________
Reflection:

As God seeks to equip “faithful men who are able to teach others also” (II Tim. 2:2), He gives us His good news, assures us with promises, challenges us to step out of our comfort zone, and then, He also supplies us with His resources to do the job.  As we face the opposition of our world, in the midst of trials and temptations; we are called to remain separate from the world, yet be influential in our world.  To do this God gives us His resources.  All these resources are wrapped up in His greatest gift—God’s grace.  He told Paul in II Cor. 12:9 “My grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in weakness.”
As we will see in this study, the grace of God strengthens weak people in at last three crucial areas.  First, it speaks of the unconditional nature of God’s love.  His grace provides every one of us—weakened by our sin—a place to stand before a Holy God, where we do not need to justify our worthiness.  As God’s undeserved love and forgiveness flows to us from the cross of Christ, all God’s demands of justice and penalties have been met.  All we need to do is to receive it as a gift by faith, simply taking God at His Word.
Second, God strengthens us through His grace by giving gifts both for our fulfillment and for our ability to participate in the building up of His Kingdom.  In the language of the New Testament ‘charis’ means both grace and gift.  Thus, by the grace of God, every born again child of God is equipped in one way or another to be a blessing, to the church in the fulfilling of its ministry.
Finally, grace is God initiating all His resources to us.  God sees our need and acts on our behalf.  It all begins with Him, who is the source, the lover, the initiator.  Our job is to respond, to receive, and to pass on.  So, our life is in Christ, through Christ, for Christ—as Paul said, “For me to live is Christ”.  (Phil. 1:21).  It’s all by His grace.
A.   Background Study:  I Corinthians 1:1-3, 6-9
1.   As you read Paul’s opening words to the Corinthians, how does he view himself and how is it a reflection of God’s grace?  (I Cor. 1:1; Eph. 3:7-10).
2. How does Paul’s statement in vs. 2 further introduce God’s grace to the Corinthians? (See his later comments in I Cor. 1:26-31)
3. According to vs. 1:6-7 how had the Corinthian Christians been enriched by grace?  (Eph. 4:7-8, 11-13).
· What does it mean to be “eagerly waiting for the Revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ”?  (Matt. 25:14-15, 19, 29)
· The grace of God makes available “spiritual gifts” (vs. 8).  What are “spiritual gifts” and why has God given them to His church?  (I Cor. 12:1, 4-7; 14:12, 26; Eph. 4:12-16).
4. What else does God promise to the Christian by His grace?  (I Cor. 1:8-9, Rom. 8:28-30; 39; Phil. 1:6.)
B.   Memory Verse:  I Corinthians 1:4, 5
1.   Why is Paul thanking God?  From the following verses define what that means?          (Rom. 5:8; Eph. 2:8, 9; II Tim. 1:19; I Cor. 1:27-29; 4:6-7)
2.   According to verse 4, who is the agent of God’s grace?
· Read Titus 2:11.  How has God’s grace “appeared”?  Also, how does God’s grace discipline us to respond to it?
3.   How are Christians “enriched in everything” by God’s grace? (1:5-7).
4.   What specific abilities are mentioned in vs. 5 and how does God’s grace make them possible?
· 
With what spiritual gifts has God graced you and how are you using them?
Challenge:  In what way are you thanking God for His grace in your life and how has His grace changed your weakness into His strength?
