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      Equipping Faithful Men




                       E.  The Resources

             5.  “His Guidance”
Scripture Study:  John 16:1-15; 23-24
Memory Verse:   John 16:13



Date Memorized_______________

Reflection:

When God challenges us as believers to follow Christ, to be faithful in the midst of trials, to grow in Christ and to be about His work, God also supplies us with the resources to do it.  He provides us with His indwelling presence by way of the Holy Spirit; He keeps us going with hope by giving us His promises; He strengthens us with His power; and He also provides us with His wisdom in order that we may have a Godly perspective on the meaning and purpose of life.
With these resources in place, now it becomes a matter of determining God’s guidance.  But how does God guide us?  How can we tell His voice from our own thoughts, wishes or feelings?  We know that God has a plan and purpose for our lives….that He is leading us from point A to point B.  God has the big picture in front of Him.  But the problem is that we can’t see the big picture, and more often than not, God doesn’t issue us a detailed AAA map to follow!
As sincere Christians we want to find God’s will for our lives and to know that God is guiding us according to His map.  But being able to determine the Holy Spirit’s leading as we navigate life’s choices and decisions is a challenge for all of us.  Yet, guidance is the resource God offers.  The question is—how do we determine it?
In this Scripture study, Jesus is preparing His disciples for His departure.  They will face a hostile world, but their mission will be to grow in their faith and also to go in this world and make disciples.    How will the disciples accomplish this?  What will be their strategy?  In this chapter Jesus lays out the criteria by which to determine God’s guidance.
A.   Background Study:  John 16:1-12; 23-24.
1.   Reflect on John 15:18-19.  Why is it so necessary that we Christians are able to determine God’s guidance?  I John 2:15-17
2. What promise does Jesus give the disciples that will help them find His guidance?  John 15:26-27
· In verse 16:7, Jesus says that it was to the disciples’ advantage that He goes away!  Explain how that’s true?
3. From 16:8-11, how would you explain the three results of the Spirit’s work?
4. In light of 16:12-15, what are the major roles which the Holy Spirit plays?  See also 14:16-17, 26-27; I Cor. 2:9, 10.
5.
In seeking guidance for life’s decisions, what are some techniques people will use?  What is wrong with them?
· Judges 6:36-37
· I Sam. 28:7
· Prov. 15:22
· Matt. 4:5-6
B.   Memory Verse:  John 16:13
1.   What is the primary role of the Holy Spirit described here? (John 16:13; Rev. 2:7, 11, 17)
·      What must be established first to be sure the Spirit can guide you?  Rom. 8:14-16.
2.   The Spirit is described as the “Spirit of truth”.  Where and how can His truth be found?         (II Tim. 3:16-17).
3.   What is the goal of the Spirit’s guidance?  (John 16:14; Rom. 8:28, 29; Eph. 1:11).
4. The Holy Spirit gives guidance by lining up five key factors.  What are these factors?
· 
Psalm 119:9, 11; I Peter 1:20-21
· 
I John 2:20, 27; Col. 3:15
· 
John 16:23-24
· 
Phil. 1:12
· 
Prov. 15:22; 12:15; Acts 15:22, 25
Challenge:  It’s one thing to seek God’s guidance for your life; but the most important thing is to obey it.  Will you commit to seek it and then obey it?
