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      Equipping Faithful Men




                       E.  The Resources

             4.  “God’s Wisdom”
Scripture Study:  James 1:5-8; I Cor. 1:18-31
Memory Verse:   James 1:5




Date Memorized_______________

Reflection:

Wisdom is one of the great and essential qualities of life.  Whereas knowledge defines one’s collection or storage of facts in the mind and includes the understanding and perceiving of relations of information, wisdom implies one’s ability to apply this knowledge to moral choices and life’s decisions.
There is a quality of wisdom of men which comes primarily from the experiences of life.  Most of us have gained some wisdom through painful and pleasurable experiences—like touching a hot stove or feeling a loving response to certain good behavior.  Of course, the longer we live, the more ‘hot stove’ experiences we encounter, and hopefully, the older we get the wiser we become.
But God’s Word invites us as Christians to employ a wisdom that far exceeds the human experience kind of wisdom.  We are offered the very wisdom of God.  That wisdom is based on a ‘world view’ that sees Christian truth in very aspect of life.  This wisdom is grounded in God’s revelation that in Christ, God’s truth is revealed and, through Christ, we can discover how to apply this truth and live healthy, well-balanced lives in the midst of all the situations and experiences of living.  We must understand that God’s revelation is the source of all truth, a comprehensive framework for all of reality.  But wisdom goes beyond the knowledge of God’s truth; it’s a matter of applying that truth when making our decisions and choices.  In this study we will discover the key to discovering God’s wisdom!
A.   Background Study:  James 1:6-8; I Corinthians 1:18-31
1.   How does God’s wisdom contrast with the world’s wisdom?   (I Cor. 1:18-20)
·   What are some examples of the world’s wisdom? (Isa. 5:21; Rom. 1:21-23; I Cor. 3:18-20; Col. 2:8)
· What is the starting point of true wisdom?  (Prov. 1:7; 2:1-6; Matt. 7:24-27)
2. From I Corinthians 1:21-25, what is the wisdom of God?
· How does God use the foolish and weak things of the world to express His great wisdom?  (1:26-29).
3. When Christians lack godly wisdom, what three basic conditions must be met to receive it? (James 1:5, 6).
·  Explain what it means to “ask in faith”?  (Matt. 21:22; Mark 11:22-24; Heb. 4:16; 11:6)
4. How would you explain this statement:  “What we need is not great faith in God…but faith in a great God”? (Eph. 3:20, 21).
5.
What are the winds that can blow a man off course when he prays? 
· Ephesians 4:14
· Acts 27:10, 25
· James 4:3
6.
What warning is given in James 1:8 and explain a “double minded man”?
·       How can you deal with your doubts when struggling with prayer?

B.   Memory Verse:  James 1:5
1.   In the context of James 1:2-4, why would a person need to pray for godly wisdom?
2.   In what other areas do we Christians need the wisdom of God? (Psalm 73:1-3, 4-5, 16-17; 139:17, 18; John 8:31, 32; Col. 1:27; 2:8-10).
3.   According to Eph. 4:17-19, how has the wisdom of our society become clouded?
4. What promise does God’s Word give us if we ask for wisdom?  (James 3:17).
Challenge:  Life brings us many challenges, opportunities and difficulties—we know that.  How will you seek God’s wisdom to give you a perspective by which to make your choices and decisions?
