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      Equipping Faithful Men




                       E.  The Resources

             3.  “God’s Power”

Scripture Study:  Ephesians 3:14-21

Memory Verse:   Ephesians 3:20-21


Date Memorized_______________

Reflection:

The problem with so many of us Christians is not a lack of knowledge—knowing what God wants us to do or not to do.  Nor is it a lack of sincerity and desire to do what God commands.  All too often, we feel like we lack the power!  But, in reality, Scripture teaches us that we have vast resources from God available to us—namely His power.

This reminds me of a story of a man named Ira Yates who lived in West Texas during the great depression of the 1930’s.  He owned a thousand acre sheep ranch.  But because of his inability to make enough money on his ranching operation to pay the principle and interest on his mortgage, he was in danger of losing his ranch.

Then one day a seismographic crew from an oil company came into the area and convinced Yates that there might be oil on his land.  After several weeks of drilling, the drillers struck a huge oil reserve.  The first well came in at 80,000 barrels a day, which grossed to over 2.5 million dollars a day from that well.  And that was only the beginning.

The point of the story is that when Yates purchased the ranch, he was primarily interested in grazing land for sheep.  But with his purchase he, unknowingly, was sitting on a mammoth underground lake of incredibly valuable oil.  He was a potential multimillionaire living in poverty. 

That may describe many of us Christian men.  When we came to Christ, all we were interested in was being sure we would go to Heaven.  But when we received Christ, God gives us His vast resources of power to enable us to deal with our defeated, fruitless lives, so we are able to become effective ministers of God’s grace.
A.   Background Study:  Ephesians 3:14-19
1.   What reasons does Paul point to that cause him to want to pray?                                     (Eph. 2:19-22; 3:8-11)
·   Why are these reasons good incentives for Christians to seek greater spiritual power from God?
2. As Paul begins making his requests, what does he pray for in verse 16?
· How would you explain this verse?
3. In verse 17, Paul prays that Christ may “dwell in your hearts through faith”.  Explain the meaning of the word “dwell”.  How does Christ do that?
4. Why does Paul want the Ephesians to be rooted and established in love? (Eph. 3:17-19).
· What is the challenge in vs. 18?  How does that give us power?
5.
    What is the goal for which we Christians need to pray for? (3:19).
· What does that look like?  Gal. 5:22, 23; I Cor. 13:4-8; Rom. 8:29; Gal. 2:20.
B.   Memory Verse:  Eph. 3:20, 21
1.   When the Holy Spirit has empowered us, Christ has indwelt us, love has mastered us and God has filled us with His richness—what then is God able to do through us?
· What does Jesus promise in John 14:12-14?
2.   If God is able, able to do, able to do exceeding abundantly…then where lies the problem?
3.   Read vs. 21 in light of II Cor. 4:7.  Now what is the purpose and goal of this power God makes available?
Challenge:  God is able to do…. But are you available for Him to do it through?
