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      Equipping Faithful Men




                       E.  The Resources

           2.  “His Promises”

Scripture Study:  II Peter 1:1-11

Memory Verse:   II Peter 1:4



Date Memorized_______________

Reflection:

Some people have come to believe that: “Promises are meant to be broken!”  How sad, and yet it has been too true in our experiences.  Why are broken promises so sad?  Because it destroys hope. 

Hope fuels our dreams, lightens our spirits, and lifts us when in despair.  When life becomes a battleground, hope digs in and fights the good fight.  Hope keeps you going!

There may be a variety of ways that we lift our hopes.  It may rest on favorable circumstances; or it may come about due to a new idea, insight or perspective.  For others, hope comes about as a wish.  As C.S. Lewis remarked, “Our best havings are our wantings”.  We try to see beyond what is to what can be.

But whenever hope is based on a promise, hope and trust becomes one and the same thing.  Now hope rests on the integrity, ability, and trustworthiness of the one who makes the promise.

For us as Christians, our hope must rest on the reliability and faithfulness of God.  There are five vital truths about God and His Word.  1) God’s Word is His bond.  2) God’s Word is the expression of His nature. 3) God’s Word is the measure of His character. 4) God’s Word is magnified above His Name. 5) God’s Word is the sole source of faith and the absolute rule of conduct.

God’s promises are resources that keep us going.  Our hope in Him moves us from a belief about Him to a trust that God intends to keep His Word and is competent to do it.

A.   Background Study:  II Peter 1:1-3; 5-11

1.   How does Peter describe those to whom he is writing? (II Pet. 1:1, 2).

·   Explain the meaning of that verse in light of the following Scripture.  (Rom. 3:21-26; II Cor. 5:17, 21).

2. According to vs. 3, what is God’s goal for believers? (Rom. 8:29).  For that to happen, what character qualities must become evident?  (1:5-7)
· How do you see these qualities as being steps in spiritual growth?
· Which of these qualities do you consider most difficult to add to your faith?  Why?
3. What would be the result of possessing godly character in increasing measure? (1:8)

·   What does it mean to be ineffective and unproductive?

4. What happens to the person who does not grow in godly character? (1:9).

· Why is it easy to forget what God has done for us?

5.
    How can a person be more “eager to make your calling and election sure”?

    (Vs. 10; II Tim. 2:19; I John 3:19-24).

B.   Memory Verse:  I Peter 1:4

1.   What is the relationship between the knowledge of God and Christ in relation to His promises and spiritual growth described in vss. 5-7?

2.   What are some of those “great and precious promises” referred to in vs. 4??      
· Rom. 10:13

· Acts 2:38, 39

· John 15:7

· I Cor. 10:13

· I John 1:9

· II Peter 1:4

· Others:  Josh 1:9; Phil 1:6; 4:13; Matt. 28:19;John 10:27-29; Rom.8:28-30

3.   What are things you look forward to simply based on God’s promises?

Challenge:  No matter what life brings you, God gives you hope and comfort because He has promised, “I will never leave you nor forsake you!”  Do you believe that?

