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      Equipping Faithful Men




                       E.  The Resources

           1.  “The Holy Spirit”

Scripture Study:  Romans 8:9-17

Memory Verse:   Romans 8:14



Date Memorized_______________

Reflection:

The challenge before us as Christian men is to be faithful to Christ and to be equipped to do the work of ministry.  In our previous study we recognized that part of Christ’s challenge to us is to “declare the message” by making “disciples”….fully devoted, responsible, reproducing followers of Jesus Christ.

To do this we must be able to present the gospel message to those seeking to know Jesus, so they may be baptized.  Then, we are to teach them.  As we share the basics of the Christian life, they discover the essentials by which to develop a balanced Christian life.  To inspire our new disciples and motivate them to grow in Christ, we emphasize the promised blessings.  Finally, as we teach our new disciples, we remember that Jesus said:  “…teaching them to obey all I have commanded you”.  This reminds us that in the process of equipping faithful men there is the challenge as God calls us to live for Him in an unchristian world.

We may complain: “How can I do this…How can I, as an ‘equipper of other men’, be able to handle all the needs of my new disciple?” …. Or, as a new disciple, “How will I be able to follow Jesus in such an unchristian world”?

That brings us to our next section:  The Resources.  God has not left us without His presence and power.  So we begin with Christ’s great gift to His church:  the Holy Spirit.  God never intended us to live the Christian life on our own.  The Holy Spirit is His supernatural gift to make the new being we have come alive and real.

A.   Background Study:  Romans 8:1-17
1.   What promise did Jesus make and fulfill?  (John 14:15-18, 26; 15:26; Acts 1:8.)

·   What important power shift did the coming of the Holy Spirit produce?  (Ezek. 36:26-27; Rom. 8:1-4.)

·    In what way does knowing Christ and having the Spirit set us free?
2. What’s the difference between “walking in the Spirit” and “walking according to the flesh”?  (Rom. 8:5-8).
· What’s the key to “living in the Spirit”? (Rom. 8:6; 12:2)

· If a person is walking in the Spirit, does this mean he no longer has any desires of the flesh?  Explain.  (Gal. 5:16).

3. According to Romans 8:9-11, what do Christians need to know about the Christian life?
4. What kind of obligation do Christians have?  (Rom. 8:12, 13; 6:11-14).

· How can Rom. 8:6 help a Christian fulfill this obligation?

5.
    What are the benefits of being a child of God?  (Rom. 8:15-17)

· How can this help you live your life as a Christian?
B.   Memory Verse:  Rom. 8:14

1.   According to this verse, what does the Holy Spirit do?  See also John 16:13, 14.
· What else does He do? (John 3:3, 5; John 1:12; Rom. 8:16; Titus 3:5.)
2.   How does the Holy Spirit lead?  What does He use to illuminate our human spirits?      (Psa. 119:9, 10; Rom. 8:28; Acts 15:22, 25; James 1:2-3, 5; I Thess. 1:5, 6).

3.   What does it mean to be a “son of God”? (John 1:12, 13;8:15-17; Matt. 6:9; Gal. 5:22, 23)
4.   What else has the Spirit given us?  What for?  (I Cor. 12:7, 11; Eph. 4:11, 12)
Challenge:  The Holy Spirit enables you to be a child of the King.  He equips you with the resources of God.  How are you demonstrating that you truly are “A son of God’?

