Men’s Fellowship Bible Study




Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans










Saturday, 7:00 a.m.





      Equipping Faithful Men




                       D.  The Challenge

      6.  “Declare The Message”

Scripture Study:  Matthew 28:1-20

Memory Verses:  Matthew 28:18-20


Date Memorized_______________

Reflection:

The dictionary defines a challenge as “an invitation or dare to participate in a contest….a summons to personal involvement.”  Sometimes a challenge comes by invitation, at other times it comes wrapped in a crisis.

When the chips are down, you can count on it, there will be men who will dare to produce the goods.  From the Minutemen of musket days to the blood-soaked shores of Iwo Jima and to the collapsing twin towers engulfing firemen and policemen—there are those who rise to the challenge.

Have you ever asked yourself the question: “Would I dare—if challenged?”  Realistically, Jesus is the one who is challenging you today!  There is a crisis all around us, a world needs to hear the message from Almighty God that “sinful people can come into a right relationship with a Holy God, not by goodness, but by grace through God’s crucified and resurrected Son, Jesus Christ.”  Now, here’s the challenge:  will you dare to make it known?  You must risk….stick your neck out!…. “I dare you” sort of venturing into discipleship!  The greatest risk is not to risk.  Jesus’ challenge is “go”, “baptize”, “teach”.  There’s the challenge, the dare and the call—but the real issue is:  “Are you listening?….willing to risk?….will you participate with personal involvement?”

A.   Background Study:  Matthew 28:1-20
1.   What significant event does Matthew 28:1-10 describe?
·   Why is the historical reality of this event so important to the Christian faith?  

(I Cor. 15:12-19).

2. As the women were going out to spread the Good News, what claims countered the Good News?  (28:11-15).
· How would you answer a skeptic who argued that Jesus didn’t really rise from the dead?
3. How did Jesus establish the fact that His resurrection was a credible event?  (Matt. 28:16-17; I Cor. 15:5-8.)

·   How does the phrase “and some doubted” lend reliability to the account?

B.   Memory Verse:  Matthew 28:18-20

1.   What did Jesus mean in the phrase “all authority in Heaven and on earth has been given to me?  (Dan. 7:13-14; Luke 10:18, 22; Phil. 2:9, 10; I Pet. 3:22.)
2.   How does verse 18 answer the critics who claim that Christians must not proselytize people of other religions?  See also John 14:6; Act 4:12.
3.   What three-fold command does Jesus make to His church?  Explain each.

·   How would you identify someone as a “disciple of Jesus Christ”?

4.   How can Jesus’ promise in verse 20 make a difference in your daily life and in response to His challenge?

Challenge:  If Jesus has the authority and He has commanded you to go and promised to be with you—how are you responding to His call?  Are you a “fully devoted” disciple of Jesus?

