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                     D.  The Challenge

         4.  “Endure Suffering”

Scripture Study:  Philippians 1:12-29

Memory Verse:  Philippians 1:29


Date Memorized_______________

Reflection:

To be a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ presents us with some great challenges.  We are to be in the world, yet separate.  We also need to recognize that life is full of trials and temptations but they are to be overcome in Christ’s strength.

In this spiritual journey and calling to ministry the Lord also challenges us to take inventory of the battles and sufferings we will encounter when we are faithful to Him.  Our Christian conduct can be, and often is, a costly activity.  Often we may misunderstand this and cry out, “why God?”.  The reason is that while belief produces spiritual life, suffering produces spiritual muscles.  God’s gift of grace includes suffering as muscle-building equipment.  When we have it too easy, we tend to get flabby, but when we have it hard, we will grow up tough.

Dull Christianity can easily be produced in a comfortable pew.  It requires nothing more than faithful sitting.  But once the challenges of God’s Word are accepted and translated into convictions and action, the toughness starts and the dullness goes.  Suddenly life takes on “new dimension” and forces us to take some hard knocks.  Our fourth challenge is to endure suffering.

A.   Background Study:  Philippians 1:12-28

1. What was happening to Paul and what positive reactions resulted?
(1:12-14)

· What do you learn from Paul about the power of perspective and having a positive attitude in the midst of difficulties?
2. What were two factors that motivated some of the people’s preaching? (1:15-17) Why do you suppose that happened?

· How do you think the apostle must have felt about this?  But in spite of his feelings where does he continue to focus?

· Sometimes Christians create splits and divisions over conflicting opinions.  What lesson can we learn from Paul?

3. In the midst of his emotional suffering, Paul expresses his personal mission statement.  What is it and how does this perspective help him endure suffering? (1:19-21).

·   How would you express your purpose in life and how does it compare with Paul’s?

4. In vs. 27 Paul shifts from the suffering in his life to the conduct of the Philippians.  What three characteristics are necessary in Christian behavior? (1:27-28).
5.   What lesson do you see Paul teaching believers in how to endure tough times?

B.   Memory Verse:   Philippians 1:29-30

1.   What impression do you get about enduring suffering for Christ when verse 29 says that it has been “granted”?

·   How does Acts 14:22 further emphasize this fact?

2.   When we suffer what must continually be our focus?  (John 15:19-20)

3.   How would you explain this sentence:  “Suffering is as much a gracious provision of a gracious God as is the opportunity to believe”.

·   What makes suffering a ‘precious gift’ from God to us?

Challenge:  What can you do today to encourage someone who is suffering because of his or her faith?

