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                     D.  The Challenge

         3.  “Overcome Trials”

Scripture Study:  James 1:2-8; 12-15

Memory Verse:  James 1:12




Date Memorized_______________

Reflection:

The Christian life is not only about salvation….knowing that because of the grace through Christ’s death and resurrection, believers have forgiveness and eternal life.  The Lord Jesus also calls us to follow Him, that means growing in obedience to Him….believing in and acting on His promises.  To follow Him further means recognizing that we are challenged to be ‘in the world’ yet not ‘of the world’.  We are to be different; so that our lifestyle, attitudes, priorities in life and worldview reflect that difference.

When living a different lifestyle from our culture, a third challenge faces the believer.  Being different results in pressures, difficulties, hardships, and even persecution from those whose culture we conflict with.  This shouldn’t surprise us, in fact we need to expect it.  Jesus warned us about this in John 15:18-25.  Instead of reacting to it, God’s Word challenges us to respond to it.  If we react, we will become bitter, critical, and resentful people.  But if we respond to them as “times of testing to strengthen our faith and reliance on God”, they will become opportunities for spiritual growth, to perfect our faith and to purify our lives.  The challenge to believers then is to be overcomers.

A.   Background Study:  James 1:2-8; 13-15

1. What attitude should a Christian have toward trials and temptations?
· How would you distinguish between a ‘trial’ and a ‘temptation’?
2. What benefits can result for a person who responds to trials as testings of one’s faith? (1:3, 4; I Peter 1:6, 7; Rom. 5:3-5).
· Why can trials and difficult circumstances in life be viewed as a testing of faith?  How is faith tested?  How has your faith been tested?

3. What question does James imagine that his readers may have following his strong statements of vs. 2-4? And how does he answer it in vs. 5?
·   How would you define ‘wisdom’ in this context and how does one gain it? 

4. How can doubt affect your prayer-life? 1:6-8).    Why is faith essential to answered prayer and overcoming trials? Compare 6-8 with Heb. 11:6.  

5.   What natural reaction does a person have when he fails under testing? (1:13) Where do       temptations really come from?  (1:4; I Peter 5:8).
·   What happens when we harbor evil desires in the mind and what is the final result?  (1:15).  Explain. (Ezek. 18:4c; 20a; Rom. 1:18, 32).

·   How do we combat these thoughts?  (II Cor. 10:3-5; Rom. 12:1-2; Eph. 4:22-24).
B.   Memory Verse:   James 1:12

1.   Define the following words: ‘blessed’, ‘perseveres’, ‘trial’.

·   Explain how trials can be a blessing?  How have you experienced it?

2.   What riches and benefits does a man have who withstands his trials with faith and love for Christ?
·   Explain the meaning of ‘crown of life’.  (John 10:10; 17:3; I Cor. 9:25;

  Rev. 2:10).

3.   What should you remember if you expect to overcome trials?  (Heb. 12:6-7, 11; Heb. 5:8-9).
Challenge:  What trials are you facing, what do you believe God is teaching you, and how will you meet them?

