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                     D.  The Challenge

2.  “Be Separate From The World”.

Scripture Study:  II Cor. 6:11-7:1

Memory Verse:  II Cor. 6:17-18



Date Memorized_______________

Reflection:

The challenge before us as Christians is that we are to be fully devoted disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ.  That means we faithfully follow Him, respond to His commands, and actively be about His mission to make disciples.  

As we follow our Lord, it also means that we recognize that we follow Him into the world.  But the question is how do we keep in step with Jesus without walking to the drum beat of our culture.  We are called to follow Jesus into “the world”… into a society that does not reflect nor hold to the same values, principles or standards for living.  So, the challenge is before us.  “How do we do that?”  How are we to live, work, and be a vital part of a culture and society and yet not conform to its value system?  Jesus instructs His disciples that they are to be “in the world…yet not of the world”.  John 15:19.

Throughout the Bible the call of God has been for His people to “be separate from the world!”  In Exodus 19:5-6, God informs the Hebrews that from among all the people on earth, they are his  special possessions.  With that call comes an obligation that they were to be different.  “You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God are holy.” Lev. 19:2.  That call affected who they married, how they raised their families, what became their priorities and how they responded to God and treated their neighbor.

In our scripture study, that challenge remains before us as Christians as well.  As we seek to follow Jesus, we too are to be in the world, yet separate from the world.

A.   Background Study:  II Corinthians 6:1, 11-7:1

1. According to II Cor. 6:1, what is Paul’s heartfelt concern toward the Corinthian Christians?
· From chapter 5, what is this grace (in 6:1) that Paul is referring to?
(5:15-21).

2. When people accept God’s call to salvation, they also accept God’s call to service.  Reading 6:11-13, what is one way that Christians can receive God’s grace in vain?

3. What is another way for Christians to receive God’s grace in vain? (6:14-16) 
·   In what ways is it possible for Christians to be “mismated” or “yoked” together with unbelievers?
· Give practical reasons why this principle addressed here is important for Christians to follow?
4. What do you understand verse 16 to mean? (See also I Cor. 3:16; I Peter 2:4-5).
· How should Christians balance their involvement with non-Christians?
B.   Memory Verse:   II Corinthians 6:17-18

1.   These verses are a quote from the Old Testament.  Where is it found and what is the context?

2.   What three challenges does God give to Christians in vs. 17?

·   How ought we to live this out in our society?  (See I Peter 4:2-4; II Peter 3:3-4; I John 2:15-17; I Tim. 4:6-12).

3.   What beautiful promise is given to those who are obedient? (18).

4.   What characteristics should you take on to better reflect Jesus in your life?  Matt. 5:33-38; Matt. 16:24; Col.3.

Challenge:  If God were speaking to you right now and said “Come out from among them and be separate”, what would you have to do?

