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      Equipping Faithful Men




                     D.  The Challenge

  1.  “Follow Jesus”

Scripture Study:  I Peter 2:11-25


Memory Verse:  I Peter 2:21



Date Memorized_______________

Reflection:

With this lesson we begin a new section in our study: Equipping Faithful Men.  Remember our goal for this series is to equip you to be able to disciple others in the basics of how to grow into becoming a “responsible, reproducing disciple of Jesus Christ.”  

In Section ‘A’ our focus was the Gospel.  We need to know the gospel steps in helping others to become a Christian.  Section ‘B’ focused on the basis of Christian growth.  By using the illustration of the wheel, we discovered the essential ingredients necessary for living the Christian life.  Once a new Christian understands how to mature spiritually, he begins to rejoice in God’s promised blessings.  In Section ‘C’ we studied the blessings that God has so much for us that makes the Christian life so worthwhile.

Once we have come to appreciate God’s promises, we move on to Section ‘D’ in which we  recognize the challenge of being Christ’s disciple.  As Christians, we’re not called to be spectators or an audience, nor is our Christian life merely one of receiving God’s blessings.  God has given us a call and a commission to become “fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ”.  In this study we will seek to learn what it means to follow Jesus.

A.   Background Study:  I Peter 2:11-25

1. In this letter Peter is addressing Christians who are undergoing persecution because of their faith in Jesus.  He is instructing them how to follow Jesus even under those severe circumstances.  In vs. 11, 12 how are Christians to view themselves?  What kind of behavior does God expect?
· Why is it so important for followers of Christ to live good lives?
2. How ought Christians conduct themselves in society in general?  (2:13-14.)
· Why does God advocate government? (See also Rom. 13:3-7).

· What kind of lifestyle does God expect from followers of Jesus? (2:15-17).
3. In vs. 18-20 change to word “servants/slaves” to “employees”.  What challenge does Peter make here?  What is the motivation?
·   If we’re treated unfairly, in our democratic society, what steps can we to take?
· What constant possibility confronts us as Christians? (Matt. 5:10-12; I Peter 3:15-17; 4:12-19).

4. To be a follower of Christ and to be able to endure with persecution, what must we understand and do first?  (John 15:18-20; Luke 9:23-24.)
· How does having an understanding of I Peter 2:9-10 help us as Christians in facing tough times?
B.   Memory Verse:   I Peter 2:21 (21-25).

1.   What challenge has Christ left us to follow?  (Acts 14:22).
·  What specifically can we look at in Christ’s example? (vs. 22-23).
2.   What does Isaiah 53:9 say about Christ? (22).
3.   What beautiful truth does Peter bring out in vs. 24-25 and how does it inspire you to follow Him?
· Why did Jesus bear our sins?
· Of what wounds has Christ healed you?
Challenge:  What specific commitment do you need to make to become a “fully devoted” follower of Jesus, and what changes do you need to make to live for righteousness?

