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                     C.  Promised Blessings

  6.  “Christ’s Return”

Scripture Study:  Titus 2:11-15




Memory Verse:  Titus 2: 12-13


Date Memorized_______________

Reflection:

At the heart of the Biblical good news proclaimed by God is the message of a “blessed hope”.  When we Christians speak of salvation, we need to remember that the Bible promises not only the redemption of people in terms of their souls, but God also has a purpose and future plan for mankind in resurrecting our bodies, for judgment, and for creating a new heaven and a new earth.  The Bible teaches that throughout the course of this age, the power and reign of Satan manifests itself not only in the sinfulness and the physical sufferings and the mortality of individuals, but also in the evils of a corporate historical experience.

God in Christ has given us hope, a blessed hope.  The Bible speaks of a day that is coming that will bring with it a glorious destiny for mankind and for our world.  It will be achieved by the personal, visible, and glorious return of Jesus Christ to earth.  At the return or second coming of Jesus Christ, the resurrection of the dead will occur, suffering and death will be eradicated, and God’s people will receive holiness and their promised inheritance.  This blessed hope is what we look forward to; it’s what we cling to in the hard times; and it’s our assurance that there is a better tomorrow—when Jesus comes again!

A.   Background Study:  Titus 2:11-15

1. Take a few moments and read Titus 2:1-10.  What is Paul’s concern for Titus?  What practical advice does he give Titus to pass on to his congregation?  What’s the bottom line?  (vs. 10.)

2. As you read vs. 11, what is the clear priority that must be the motivating factor for all Christian behavior and ministry?

· Why is this so important?
· What does it mean that “grace of God” appeared?

3. God’s grace has two sides to it.  It first enacts the creative work of God for man, but secondly, what response does it expect?  (2.12).

·   Define each of these three expected characteristics.
4. Moving ahead to vs. 14, what has Jesus done for us through His death and resurrection?  (See also Rom. 5:8-10; II Cor. 5:14-15).
· What are the implications of the phrase that we are a “people of His very own”?  (I Cor. 6:19-20).

B.   Memory Verse:   Titus 2:12-13

1.   How does the “blessed hope” referred to in vs. 13 motivate the Christian behavior described in vs. 12?

2.  From vs. 13, explain what is the “hope” and why is it “blessed”?

    (Acts 1:9-11; I Cor. 15:51-58; I Thess. 4:13-18)

3.   Reading other passages, when can we expect this glorious event to take place?  Will it be secret?  (Matt. 24:29-31; 36, 44, 50; 25:13; Rev. 1:7).

· What can we expect before and after?  (II Pet. 3:3-4; 9-13; II Thess. 1:5-10; 

 2:1-4).

4.    What does Paul call Jesus in this passage?  Why is this significant?

Challenge:  Take a few moments to read Matthew 25:1-46.  In light of Christ’s coming again, what specifically do you need to do to be sure you’re ready?

