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      Equipping Faithful Men




                     C.  Promised Blessings

  5.  “God’s Reward”

Scripture Study:  II Cor. 4:16-5:10




Memory Verse:  II Cor. 5:10


Date Memorized_______________

Reflection:

There are times when we Christians feel discouraged, defeated and depressed.  Life seems to be caving in all around us.  Things don’t go our way.  We try to be faithful in sharing our faith, hope and love through Jesus and it’s thrown back in our face.  In these weak moments we may begin to wonder, “Is it worth it?  Why do I put up with it all?”  In times like these we need to be remotivated .  We need a glimpse of what’s ahead!  Our incentive comes from God’s promise of His reward.  All Christians will stand before Jesus and He personally will reward us.

As we seek to understand our memory verse (II Cor. 5:10) let’s do so in the context of II Cor. 4:7-15.  Here Paul spells out that he too was not immune to difficulties, troubles, and pressures.  Paul was struck down many times both emotionally, verbally, and socially, but he was never knocked out.  What kept him going?  He believed in God’s promise of an inheritance and a reward. 

A.   Background Study:  II Corinthians 4:16-5:9

1. Why did Paul encourage the Corinthian Christians not to lose heart?  (II Cor. 4:1, 14, 16-18; 5:6-8).

·   When have you been discouraged or perplexed in your Christian life? 

·    How has God’s Word helped you to gain a new perspective on your problems?  (especially, 4:16-18).

2. With that perspective of “an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison” before us, Paul briefly spells out what that is.  What reward is promised in 5:1?

· What’s the difference between “the tent” and “the house” Paul describes? 

  (5:1-5).

· Why can we view this as a “reward”? (5:2-4).
3. What is always true as long as we are alive on this earth? (5:6-7).

4. What motivation in the future ought to inspire us Christians?  (5:8).
· How does this future look inspire our present life?  (5:9).

B.   Memory Verse:   II Corinthians 5:10

1.   According to this verse: 1) who will be judged?  2) Why? 3) How does this compare with Rom. 8:1?

2.  What will people receive at the judgment seat of Christ?  (See also I Cor. 3:10-15).

· What do you think Christ will look for?  Matt. 25:19-21, 34-40; Eph. 6:6-8.

3.   What does it mean to receive “good or evil”? (Rom. 2:10; I Cor. 3:14-15; 4:5; Col. 3:23-25; I Peter 1:3-4; Rev. 2:26-28; 3:12, 21).

4.    How should this time of evaluation and accountability motivate us?

Challenge:  Knowing that one day you will stand before Christ to give an account of your new life, what things would you change?

