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      Equipping Faithful Men




                     C.  Promised Blessings

  4.  “Christian Growth”

Scripture Study:  I Peter 1:13-2:3

Memory Verse:  I Peter 2:2



Date Memorized_______________

Reflection:

“God has a wonderful plan for your life!”  have you ever heard that statement before?  The real issue is—“do you believe it?”  If God does have a plan for our lives, what is it?  How can I know it?  How can I achieve it?

Upon a closer study of scripture we make an exciting discovery:  God’s plan for our lives is quite simple, yet profound….we are to conform to the image (character) of His son Jesus.  (Rom. 8:29; II Cor. 3:18; 4:11; Gal. 5:22-23).  Other passages of the Bible state that Christians are called to “be holy”.  All those scripture verses point to the fact that being a Christian is not something  positional and static, rather it is positional and progressive.  God’s plan for us is that as Christians we are to grow in our walk with Him.  In fact, God promises that this will happen.

Even as a baby is born and has life within itself, the power and potential to grow and develop spiritually is also inherent in Christians when they are born again.  But as a newborn infant has the growth potential within, yet it must abide by laws of growth.  The same is true of Christians.  Growth, both physically and spiritually, require two factors:  food and exercise.  God has a plan and issues a promise, but the Christian is expected to do his part.

A.   Background Study:  I Peter 1:13-2:3

1. For Christian growth to take place, what three factors need to be taken seriously? (1:13, 14, 15-16).
·   Examine each of these three factors and explain how they contribute to Christian growth? 

·    How would you go about doing that?

2. What are the motivational realities that Peter lists to encourage Christians in their Christian growth? (1:17-21).
· What motivates you to live a life that pleases the Lord?

·  What is the difference between attempting to live for God and allowing Him to live in and through us?  Which one is Biblically correct?  Support your conclusion.

3. What does it mean for you to have confidence in God?  (1:20-21).

4. What necessary evidence does Peter point to in a Christian that demonstrates that He is truly alive and well? (1:22-25).
· What truth must we obey in order to purify ourselves?  How does that work?
5. Growth is not only a matter of ‘intake’ and ‘doing’, but also of ‘putting off’.  What habits does Peter urge believers to rid themselves?

B.   Memory Verse:   I Peter 2:2

1.   How are new Christians like ‘newborn babies’?

2.  What would be your diagnosis of a newborn that had no appetite?

· How does this apply to Christians?

3.   What is the “pure spiritual milk” for Christians?

· What then is necessary for new Christians to grow?

4.    What would you look for in a person to say “he’s growing in his faith”?

Challenge:  What steps are you taking to assure your spiritual growth?

