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Reflection:

When Jesus comes into a person’s life he can expect some changes.  For non-Christians their ‘worldview’ will be challenged to change.  With the old attitude “if it is to be—it’s up to me”—they often are left feeling chaotic, fractured, guilty, and anxious.  But when we becomes a Christian, Christ offers something that the world cannot give him—peace….His peace!

What a beautiful word: peace!  It brings to mind the ideal scene of seclusion, an immunity to the demanding hustle-and-bustle of life, even an escape to some island of tranquility.  Like the psalmist of old, we too can cry out, “Oh, if I had wings like a dove, I would fly away and be at rest.”  But Christ’s peace is so much more than that!  It’s more than outward serenity and manageable circumstances.

But what is this peace that Jesus offers His disciples?  The Hebrew word for peace—“shalom” means “completeness”, or “well-being”.  It is a peace that results not because of one’s circumstances, but takes place in the context of wholesome relationships with God, self, and others.

A.   Background Study:  John 14:25-31

1. Verse 25 speaks of “all this I have spoken to you”.  What was Jesus speaking of to His  disciples in verses 15-24?

·   What is the result of obeying Jesus’ commands and loving Him? 

(John 14:21-23).

·    What does the Holy Spirit have to do with “peace”?  (John 14:15-17;26).
·    How does the truth of 14:18 give a believer peace?

2. Take a moment and list the things in life that “eat away” at peaceful living?  

(Prov. 12:25; Prov. 14:17; Prov. 6:16-19; I Cor. 3:2-3; James 1:19-20)

3. In John 14:25-26 the Holy Spirit gives counsel and teaches.  What are some things the Holy Spirit communicates? (Gal. 5:22-23; Eph. 1:13; 4:3; Titus 3:4-7).
4. What further peace does Christ give us?  (Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2:14-15; Phil. 4:6-7; Col. 1:19-20).
5. Look at vs. 30; what does Jesus say about Satan’s power in relation to Jesus?

(John 12:31.  And how does that impact us? (John 16:11, 33; I Jn. 4:4).

· How does that fact give you peace as a Christian?  (Col. 2:13-15).

B.   Memory Verse:   John 14:27

1.   What is the difference between the peace Jesus gives and that the world tries to give?

2.  There are many who seek peace today apart from God, but what does Scripture tell us?

(Jer. 6:14; I Thess. 5:3, 9; Rom. 1:18)
3.   Sometimes in our desire to seek peace we will settle for a substitute.  Explain the following words and show how they miss the mark: 

· apathy

· compromise

· withdrawal

· escape

· isolation

Challenge:  True peace must be experienced in three relationships:  with God, self, and others.

1.) Write out how Jesus makes this possible

2.) List areas where you lack peace.

3.) What do you need to do?

