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Reflection:

As we continue to equip new disciples in their walk with the Lord, a second promised blessing we may claim is that of “comfort”—God’s comfort during tough times.  Often a new Christian has a difficult time understanding suffering, difficulties and antagonism from others.  Why does God allow these things to happen to someone who has become part of His family?

In this study, we discover that God is a God of comfort.  As we are discipling others, we need to understand and to share that God never promised Christians that they would be immune to suffering, persecution or hard times.  Instead, He assures us that we will suffer.  (John 15:18-21).  The promise of God is that He will “comfort” us in the midst of it.  The word “comfort” is the Greek word that refers to “standing along side someone to support and encourage him or her.”

Not only is God the Father of all compassion and comfort for us, but also in us.  God stands ready, not merely as a “by-stander”, but as our “stand-byer”.  His comfort has a further blessing, as it equips us to comfort others.

A.   Background Study:  II Corinthians 1:3-11

1. According to verse 5, Paul experienced some hard times.  Review II Cor. 11:24-28 and list five experiences he suffered.

·   How could Paul’s sufferings and affliction result in comfort for the Corinthians?       (Vs. 5-6; 4:10, 15).
2. In verses 6, 7 what can be gained for your faith by going through hard times?

· Explain 1:7.

3. What impact did Paul’s suffering have on him? (1:8).
· Have you ever felt like that?  How/why?

4. What can you learn from vs. 9, 10 as to why God allows us to go through hard times?

·   How can you rely more on God instead of yourself in times of hardship?

5. How can Christians help other Christians when they go through hard times? Vs. 11.

· Who should you be supporting right now that is going through a tough time?
6. If people fail to pray, what double loss would result?  (Vs. 11).

B.   Memory Verse:   II Corinthians 1:3-4

1.   When going through tough times, what picture of God can sustain you?

2.  What does God promise every Christian? (See Isaiah 43:1-3).
3.  How have you experienced God’s comfort?

4.   What blessings can come out of tough times?

5.   How has a fellow Christian helped you go through a tough time?

Challenge:  What can you do this week to show love and concern for a Christian brother who is     suffering?

