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                     C.  Promised Blessings

1. “Forgiveness of Sins”

Scripture Study:  I John 1:1-10

Memory Verse:  I John 1:9




Date Memorized_______________

Reflection:

In our series of studies we began with the Gospel.  As faithful followers of Christ we need to be able to show the scriptural basis of how sinful people can come into a right relationship with a Holy God.  Once a person has made the step of receiving Christ as Savior, we then must help the new believer focus on how to grow in the Christian life.  Using the wheel illustration, we discovered the essential elements of developing a balanced Christian life.

Now, in our study, we focus our attention on the Promised Blessings God gives Christians as a result of coming to Him.  The knowledge of sins forgiven lifts the burden of guilt and restores joy in the life of believers.  The cross of Christ not only paid the penalty of sin when a seeker first comes to Christ, but that cross paid for his sins past, present and future.

A.   Background Study:  I John 1:1-10

1. What is the basis for fellowship within the church of Jesus Christ?

2. How did God reveal Himself to us? (1:2)
· Where had the “eternal life” been, and to whom had it appeared?

3. How does John emphasize that Jesus was a living, historical person before and after the resurrection?

· How important are these first-hand eyewitness testimonies to your belief in Jesus?

4. What often blocks our fellowship with God and other Christians?

5. According to vss. 5-6, if we claim to be Christians, what naturally is expected of us?

· Why is it hard for someone to admit that he or she was wrong about something?
6. If we Christians are truly living in our new relationship with God, what should be our relationship with other Christians? (vs. 7)

· Read Eph. 4:25-32, list several ways Christians can maintain more harmonious relationships with other Christians?
7.   What do verses 8 and 10 tell you about yourself?

B.   Memory Verse:   I John 1:9

1.   In order for sins to be forgiven, what must we do?  (Psalm 51).
2.  Explain how God can be just in forgiving sin/evil?  (Rom. 3:21-26).
3.  What does it mean that God is faithful?
4.   God not only promises to forgive our sins, but what else?  What does that mean?  (Psalm 103:10, 12).
5. If God so readily forgives our sin, what does He expect from us?  (Matt. 6:12).
Challenge:  What sins do you need to acknowledge before God?  What sins committed against you do you need to forgive?

