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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
2.  “Who Are We Trying to Impress?”
Scripture:  Revelation 1:1-20
Theme:  “Effective Church ministry must begin with a spiritual audit that takes seriously the authenticity of Jesus Christ!”
Introduction:
There are times in history when the church seems almost desperate for God to speak directly to it, to give it bold reality yet comfort with promising hope.  During these times the church needs to remember that not only did God speak in the past, but that He also speaks to give His church a portrait of the future, all the while walking with it through the present.  What God said, He says, and what He says will be accomplished.  Such was the time and need of the early church to which Jesus gave his revelation as He spoke to the seven churches in Revelation.  He said, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the church,” Jesus speaks his bold reality and promises hope to the church of today as well.  
During John’s day the Christian church was undergoing immense persecution from Rome.  The followers of Christ began to wonder, “Where is the presence and power of God?..Where is the promised victory?” “When will Christ bring history to its God-intended conclusion?” 

We too, in our day often wonder.  Sin, suffering, rebellion, evil and anti-Christian sentiment seem to be increasing. Christians in Muslim and other lands are being tormented and tortured.  “Where is the Lord in His kingdom power and presence?”  “How long, O Lord, How long?”,  Christians cry out. We too need to hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches

In this first chapter, the Apostle John records Jesus preparing to unfold the future in which he will bring history to God-intended conclusion.   Before the church can hear and bear with the revelation of God’s coming judgment, Jesus wants His people to see Him as He is:  The resurrected King of Kings! The book of Revelation is a book of hope and promise: it carries a message the church must hear. “You can face the future—no matter what it holds,”  Jesus is saying, “when you truly know the greatness of the One who holds the future.”  The question we must ask in this lesson is this: As the spirit is speaking today are we really listening?
I.  THE SUBJECT TO BE REVEALED  (1:1-3)
1      Who is the revealer of this Book of Revelation and what is the immediate purpose?   (1:1)
·     What is the book about and how do we understand “what must soon take place?”     1:1-2

2     What is expected of those who want to be blessed at they study  this Revelation?  1:3
·     What do you suppose Jesus intends for the reader to do by “Keeping what is written  therein?”
·    What are some ways God might bless us through a study of Revelation?

3   Why should we visualize that this revelation is addressed to real  people living in John’s day in verse 3?
II. THE RECIPIENTS OF THE REVELATION (1:4-8)
1      To whom was this Revelation addressed? (1:11) Identify them  on a map.   
·      What is meant by “the seven spirits?”  See Isa. 11:2 
·       How is God the Son described in vss. 5-6 and what is the meaning of each title?   
2       What three things does Christ do for believers? 1:5:6
·       What does it mean to be a kingdom of priests?
3    What is promised in 1:7?   Is this the second coming or the rapture?  Is the rapture separate from or a part of the second coming?  Mt 24:29-31; I Cor. 15:51-54; I Thess 4:15-17
·     What is significant about the fact that “every eye shall see     Him”?
III. 
THE GLORY OF THE REVEALER    (1:9-20)      

1    Describe John’s physical surroundings, His emotional condition,  and the day when he received this revelation of Jesus (1:9-10)
2   What do you suppose these seven lampstands and seven stars represented?  1:11-12, 20

· What does it mean for the church to be a “light”?  Mt 5:14-16
3    Who appears in the midst of the lampstands and what do you suppose this portrait  represents?
4    How is the “Son of Man” described in vss 13-18?  How does this compare to the portrait of Jesus in the Gospels?
·      What did Jesus say about Himself that gives John (and us)   comfort?   (1:17-18)
· What does it mean to you that Christ in all his splendor tells   John not to fear?
5     In what way do verses 8 and 17 indicate equality of God the  Father and God the Son?

6     Explain the mystery of the seven stars and the seven lampstands.  How can this interpretive clue aid in understanding the rest of the book?
APPLICATION QUESTION:

What major insight from chapter 1 will help you in your Christian walk this coming week?
