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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
 “What Are We Waiting For?”

3.  “ A Church Audit According to Jesus!”
Scripture:  Revelation 1:1-3:22
Theme:  “If the church represents Christ’s light to a dark world, then Christ has the right to evaluate the light giver.”       
Introduction:
One of the major motivating forces I a business or a movement is the interest lenders express in what their people are doing.  Team players are stimulated to do what their leader expects when they know they will be inspected.  The average person has no idea what his supervisor thinks of him unless he hears the the boss himself.

This principle holds for the church as well.  The body of Christ has been called by God to be the light of God’s message in Christ to a dark, hostile world.  In chapter one of Revelation, we saw the living, holy, majestic, authoritative, powerful Christ standing in the midst of the churches, holding their destiny in His hands.  He tells them to “Stop fearing.   I hold in my hands the keys to death and the grave.   You need not be afraid to any place to which I hold the key.”
This glorified, triumphant Christ also holds His church accountable is to how they reflect His presence on light in the world.  In Chapters 2 and 3 Christ addresses the seven churches and speaks commendation and condemnation to each of the leading pastors.  Jesus has intimate knowledge of each church, commending them, point out areas of weakness, then He gives them counsel to hear what the spirit is saying, and concludes by issuing a promise.
If the church, then as well as now is to effectively represent the message of Jesus Christ; to this sinful world facing god’s judgment, it must stop, look, and listen to what God’s spirit is saying!  Therefore, “What is expected, must be inspected!  

I.  EPHESUS: DOCTRINALLY PURE, YET RELATIONALLY POOR        Rev. 2:1-7       
1      What does it meant that Christ “ walks among the seven lampstands” and “holds the seven starrs in His hand?” 2:1       
2     What positive characteristics of this church does Jesus commend?  2: 2-3
3      With what in the Epehesian Church is Christ unsatisfied?

·     What do you suppose it means to “forsake your first love” …or “the love you had at first?”

4      What would be the consequences if it failed to report?  What does the mean?  2:5

·      What could cause Christian to lose their first love?
II.  SMYRNA: “PERSECUTED, YET FRUITFUL”   Rev. 2:8-11 
1       How does Christ identify himself to this church and how would know this be of comfort to them?  2:8
2        What are these Christian going through and who could be the cause?  2:9
3.     What word of encouragement is given to this church and what insight is given toward  suffering as Christians?  2:10  
4.     What do you suppose it means to “Overcome” and what promise is made to the faithful who are being persecuted?   2:11
III. 
PERGAMUM: “RELIGIOUS, YET WORLDLY”  REV. 2:12-17
1       How does Jesus identify Himself to this church and what does a “double-edged” sword refer to?  2:12; Heb 4:12
2       How is this church complimented?    2:13
3       What is the teach of Balaam?  2:14; Num. 24:14; 2Pt. 2:15  
·     What would be a contemporary equivalent to the doctrine of the Nicolatians?   Rom. 6:1

4       How  does Christ deal with a church that tolerates doctrinal error and immense conduct?  2:16-17
·      To what do the “hidden woman” and “white stone” refer

IV. THYATIRA: CULTURALLY CONNECTED, YET DOCTRINALLY LIBERAL”  REV 2:18-29

1.    How does Christ describe Himself to this church and what does this tell you about   Him?  2:28

2.       For what does Jesus compliment this church?  2:19

3.       Why did Jesus chastise this church? 2;20, I Kings 16:31; 2 Kings 9:22

·     What judgments did Jesus pronounce on this “Jezebel”?  2:21-23

       4.       What gifts were promised to “him who overcomes?” 2:26-28

V.     SARDIS: “GLORIOUS PAST, YET A DEAD PRESENT”  REV. 3:1-6
1      How did Jesus identify Himself to this church and what is the meaning? 3:1
2      How can a church have the reputation of being alive and yet be dead? 3:2
·   What dangers exist for church who bask in the past, but refuse to face present  realities and opportunities?
3      What solution is given to turn the church around and what are consequences if they  don’t change?  3:3

4        What blessings were promised to those who would “overcome” 3:5-6

VI.   PHILADELPHIA: “LOVERS OF GOD, YET LOVERS OF PEOPLE”  REV. 3:7-13

1      How did Jesus identify Himself to this church and what does this say about His  power?  3:7-8
· What is the “key of David” (Isa. 22:20-25, 26:2; Mt 16:19; 23:13)? And what is the “open door”  (ICor 16:9; 2 Cor 2:2; Rev 3:20)?
2       What was promised to this church for their faithful endurance? 3:9-11

·    What does the “hour of trial” refer to? (3:10)  Is this a proof of a ‘pretrib’ rapture or of a promise pointing to Rev 7:3; 9:4-5?

          3      What does it mean to be made a “pillar in the temple of my God” and to be   inscribed   with the Word of God?  3:12; Gal. 2:9

·  What characteristics in church leaders do you look to that qualifies them as “pillars of the church?”

VII.  LAODICEA: “ECONOMICALLY PROSPEROUS, YET SPIRITUALLY POOR”  REV. 3:14-22
1     How did Jesus identify Himself to this church and how does this description speak to            this church’s need?  3:14

2      What does the ‘faithful and true witness’ see when he looks at the Laodicean church? 3:15-16

· How does the church view itself? 3:17

 3     What did the Laodicean Christians desperately need? 3:18-20

 4.    In what ways can a person be religious, bet be luke warm?
APPLICATION:

Review all seven churches, with what church do you identify and what do you hear the Spirit calling you to do?
