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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
“What are we Waiting For?”
1.    “Introducing the Most Revealing Book of the Bible!”
Scripture:  Matthew 24;1-31

Focus:  “The Book of Revelation reveals the message of comfort and hope that Jesus will bring history to its God-intended conclusion!”

Introduction:
We are about to begin a most exciting adventure as we study the book “The Revelation of Jesus Christ.”  This dynamic book reveals to the church the victory we have in Jesus.  We call this doctrine—eschatology—the doctrine of our future hope…doctrine of the last things.  It answers the question:  “What are we waiting for?”
Few doctrines unite and separate Christians as much as eschatology. Even though Christians all agree that Christ indeed will return to earth, we differ on the where and how.  Our differences are understandable since passages like those in Daniel and Revelation do not lend themselves to simple explanations.  For instance, the biblical concept of a millennium (Christ’s one thousand year reign) is found exclusively in Revelation 20 in no more than three verses.  This opens the book to much speculation.  Do we determine this period to be precisely 1000 years? Or is this to be interpreted metaphorically as a long period of time?  Will Christ return before or after the millennium? Is His Kingdom already established here on earth and is yet to come in its final victory? Will Christ rapture His church before the tribulation or is the rapture a part of Christ’s second coming.  Is this a book that makes sense only to 21st century Christians or was it written primarily to give hope and comfort to the first century Christians.
Historical Context 
Let’s first develop a perspective of the historical context in which Revelation was written.  During 81-96 AD. the gospel had been preached throughout the Roman provinces of Asia.  Many churches were established as thousands of people, Jews and Gentiles, had become Christian.  They confidently believed that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God.  He was King of Kings and Lord of Lords over the whole universe.  He had ascended into heaven but promised to return to gather his elect (Mt 24:29-31) to establish God’s Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven.  (Eph. 1:9-10)

The Church worked and waited, but Christ didn’t return.  The Roman Empire continued on it’s wicked way as evil men prospered.  Idolatry flourished.  Now the church found itself the object of intense persecution.  Friends and fellow believers were being persecuted and killed.

What had become of the victorious Jesus?  Where was the fulfillment of His promise to return?  If God was active in the world, where was he at work?  Was the Christian faith a myth?  A delusion?  Was the real power in the hands of the emperor?  It seemed like it!

To such a church, a church perplexed with problems, doubts and fears, Jesus reveals Himself as Lord.  He presents a most revealing message to the Apostle John—who was a prisoner on the Isle of Patmos.  In this message Jesus reveals a message of hope and comfort that He will bring history to its God-intended conclusion.

The purpose and approach of this study will be to get you as class participants to think, to pray, to rejoice and to be strong.  This study will expose various interpretations along with their strengths and weaknesses.  Throughout the weeks we will work through the text, identify points of agreement and disagreements between theologians and come to appreciate the important message of Revelation: The Lordship of the slain Lamb who is now the ruling King.
I. RECOGNIZE THE TYPE OF WRITING: APOCALYPTIC
A. What was the promise and prophecy of Jesus in Matthew 24: 1-31?
1 What to expect. 24:4-13

2 Focus on the task. 24:14

3 A warning from the past, to the present, into the future 24:15-28

4 What to wait for.  24:29-31

B. Examine the picture and answer the following questions?

1 What does the picture tell you?

2 If you were writing a story depicting the picture, how would you tell it?

3 Is the picture historical…literal or symbolic?..Is there any conflict between the symbolism and the historical reality?

C.  What is the meaning of apocalyptic?

II. UNDERSTAND THE BASIS FOR VARIOUS INTERPRETATIONS
A. Key questions that influence interpretation
1 Do we interpret Revelations literally or symbolically or both?
2 Is the church a “Parenthesis” in the biblical message with two covenants—one with Israel and another with the church?
3 Is the rapture separate from or an integral part of the second      coming of Christ?
4 Will there be a literal seven year  tribulation and one thousand year  reign of Christ on earth or are these numbers representative of unique periods?
5 What does the Book of Revelation reveal: a calendar of time events  that occur during the seven year tribulation with the church absent?  Or is the focus revealing Jesus as He brings history to it’s  “God-intended” conclusion?
Watch out for “Calendarizing” the message of Revelations
1 This has been done for centuries and every single ‘calendarizing’ date has been proven wrong.
2 Jesus warned us in scripture not to predict dates and events.  Mt. 12:38-39; 16:1-4; Mk 8:11-13; 13:5-6; 21-23; Jn 21:20-23
3 In scripture a “sign” is an indicator that enables us to understand the full implications of what is happening.  It is not  a means of calculating when or what something is yet to happen.
· Mt 24:26            Warning about looking for signs
· Mt 24:32-34       Illustration of miscalculating

4 Jesus tells us that He will come when we least expect it.  Mat. 24:42-44.  The problem is, if we know the time then there is no reason for us to constantly be awake and be perpetually ready.  This is taught in three parables.

5 Mt. 24:45-51—the servant figured it would be a long time  for the master to return, so He lived it up.  The Master came early.

6 Mt. 25: 1-13—the ten virgins:  The 5 wise maidens equipped themselves for perpetual readiness:  the other 5 didn’t—the bride groom delayed His coming, so the foolish five weren’t prepared
7 Mt. 25: 14-30—the one talent servant was waiting for the master to come soon and neglected to invest his talent for the master’s benefit. So, he lost it.

B. Different Approaches result in various interpretations
1 The ‘Preterist’ View
This view focuses primarily as a message for the 1st century church, Revelation was written to give hope during the Roman persecution.

2 The ‘Historicist’ View

This view forecasts of all human history through the seven churches as seven stages in history.  The seals, trumpets and vial judgments follow the seventh lukewarm church age. (Laodecia)
3 The ‘Idealist’ View

This view sees the whole book, not as historical but as a theological poem (or philosophy of history) It reviews the ageless struggle between good and evil, God and Satan, with the ultimate victory of God in Christ.

4 The ‘Dispensational’ View

This view interprets the seven churches as seven successive ages in church history. God has two covenants, one with Israel the other with the church (because Israel rejected her Messiah).  The church age concludes with it being raptured(4:1) (John taken to Heaven), at which time God continues His covenant with the Jews. Chapters 4-19 are relevant only during the 7 year tribulation period, with all true Christians having been  raptured.  During this time God deals primarily with the Jewish people until Christ’s 2nd coming after which He sets up His millennial reign.
5


The ‘Historical Pre-millenarian’ View

This view interprets Revelation as focusing on the last days of what will happen on earth before Christ’s return.  The church first must evaluate itself through the eyes of Christ.  They see God on the throne, just before the entire church goes through tribulation; even though God’s wrath is poured out on non-Christians and Satan persecutes believers, it sees Christ victorious. He then will reign 1000 years on earth before a new heaven and a new earth is established by God.
III.
THE SYMBOLISM OF NUMBERS IN APOCALYTIC  LITERATURE

One of the main characteristics of apocalyptic literature is the use of symbol.  Because of the hostile environment in which the writers and readers lived they often developed a language with a double meaning which could conceal the writer’s thoughts from those outside his circle.  One of the main usage of symbols in this literature is found in the symbolism of numbers.

1—With the number “1”  was associated the word of unity or independent existence.  It it stood for what was unique and alone.  It was the basis of all the other numbers.  “Our God is One.

2—The number “2” came to stand for strengthening, for confirmation, for rebuilding courage and energy.  Two witnesses confirm the truth, and the truth of their testimony was strengthened.
3—The number “3”  symbolized divinity.  The most divine thing in human life is father love, mother love and child love.  God reveals himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  We can see the glimmering of a trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

4—To the ancient Hebrew the world was a great, flat surface with four boundaries: east, west, north and south.  There are four winds, four corners of the earth.  The number “4”  came to be the cosmic number: world.  Four horsemen came to symbolize world-wide events.
5—As man turned from his study of God and the world in which he lived, he began to study himself.  When a baby is born, a mother would count fingers and toes on each hand and foot.  A perfect, full-rounded person was one who had all his digits in tact.  So the number “5”  represented mankind.
10—When “5” was doubled and became “10”  it stood for human completeness.  The whole duty of man was summed up in “10” commandments.  A picture of complete human power as in government was seen as ten horns.  As a multiple of 10 occurs with other members—multiplied by 7—70.  We find the sacred divine perfection of God “7” linked with human completeness-“10”.  God and man working together.

1000—When “10” is cubed or (multiplied “3” times by itself) 1000 came to represent the divine God “3” completing the power of human government “10” as God controlled government
7—When man began to analyze and combine other numbers, he developed other interesting symbols.  Taking the number “4” for the cosmos (world) and combining it with the divine number “3” for God, he got “7”  This is the most sacred number to the Hebrews.  It expressed the sacred union of earth with heaven.

12—When “4”—(the cosmos) is multiplied by “3” (the divine number) the resultant “12”  came to be viewed as organized religion or people of God.  There were “12” tribes of Israel, 12 apostles, 12 gates to the Holy City, Jerusalem.  This number was reduplicated to 144,000 (12x12x10x10x10) to picture the perfect number of all God’s people sealed from the wrath of God visited upon the powers of human government.
40—When “4” (the cosmos) is multiplied by “10” (human completeness.) it came to represent a period of time on earth that brought about human completeness.  40 years, Israel spent in the wilderness, 40 days and nights Jesus was tempted by Satan.

3 ½--When the sacred number “7”was cut in half, the resulting number was “3 ½”.  This came to express a restless longing, yet unfulfilled.  It pictures a world waiting for something which had not arrived.  It was a period of time that kept hope and patient waiting for a better day.

6—To the Jew the number “6”   had a sinister meaning.  As “7” was the sacred number, “6” fell short of it and failed.  The use of “666”  shows one who has the ability to be great, to have success in his grasp, but fails to measure up.  It represents one who strives to compete with or take the place of God.
Keep these numbers in mind as you read Revelation.  They may be symbols and yet may represent time/space historical realities.View them in the broad perspective of the book’s message and not by trying to determining the meaning of each minute detail.

IV.  THE THEME AND STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK

A. The theme: “Jesus Christ is coming again and will bring history to its God—intended conclusion and victory.”
B. The future studies and titles
(see other sheet)

V.    WHY SHOULD WE STUDY THE BOOK OF REVELATION?
1 Book of Revelation is the vision given to us by our Risen Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ.

2 In the book, it is Jesus who is revealing Himself as Creator, Almighty, Lion, Lamb, the Bright and Morning Star, the Holy One, and Judge of all mankind.
3 To study Revelation promises a blessing 1:3, 22:7

4 Revelation fulfills the message of promised hope and redemption promised in Genesis.

5 As Revelation provides warning and promises to the church throughout ages of conflict in final victory, it encourages Christians to live as though Christ is coming today, and to work as though He will not come for a long time.

6 In Revelation, Jesus sets forth the true philosophy of history of how He will bring history to its God-intended conclusion.

7 Revelation builds confident hope and assurance of final victory to the church.  Jesus is King of kings, and Lord of lords.
