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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
4.  “WHO’S IN CHARGE HERE?”
Scripture:  Revelation 4:1-11
Theme:  “To face times of tribulation, believers can rest in the comfort of knowing that God remains in charge.”       
Introduction:
As we study Revelation, keep in mind that it is “the Revelation of Jesus Christ”.  The title indicates that the central focus of the book not merely “taking a peek at the future”.  As Jesus reveals what lies ahead, He is also revealing much about Himself.  He is the content of this unfolding.                         
Having revealed Himself as the Lord of the church, Jesus further makes it known that the church has been entrusted to be the light of Christ in the world and Christ holds it accountable.  In spite of the fact that the people of God will face suffering and persecution because of Christ, He still expects it to be faithful to Him.  Each church Jesus speaks to demonstrates strengths and weaknesses that need to be affirmed as well as corrected if it is to represent Christ in this hostile world.
As chapter four begins, suddenly John’s vision from Christ’s shifts from the church as the ministering agent on earth to God’s throne room in heaven.  The question may be raised “why the sudden shift?”  Does this shift represent the rapture of the church?  Some theologians argue that from this point on, the purpose of the church has been fulfilled.  The taking up of John symbolizes the rapture of the church into heaven.  The remaining content of Revelation has only to do with the Jews and their call as God’s chosen people.  The time of the Gentiles will have been fulfilled. (Luke 21:24)
I do not believe that the text supports this view.  It merely states that John was called to see God’s throne room.  This sudden shift from a textual perspective is important for the church, if it is to patiently endure persecution.    To face troubles, trials, and tribulations it becomes essential that believers have the confidence that God Almighty is on the throne.  The church must view its situation from God’s perspective.  Satan and his antichrist will persecute Christians, but believers can rest in the blessed assurance of knowing that God remains in charge.
I.  GOD ALMIGHTY IS IN CONTROL    Rev. 4:1-6a
1     Why was John summoned into heaven?  4:1 
·     How is the word “door” used in the following passages?  Rev. 3:8, 20; 4:1
·     Who is the One with “a voice like a trumpet?”  1:10, 12-13

·     Why would this throne room perspective be inspiring to persecuted believers?    Eph.  2:6-7; Col 3:13

2     Seeing “the One on the throne”, what does John’s description tell you about Him?    4:2-3
3      Who are the twenty four elders and what do they represent?  4:4; 21:12-14  

4     How does John describe the scene around the throne?  4:5-6                                
·      What does it mean to you to know that God always remains in control?
II. GOD ALMIGHTY IS SOVEREIGN Rev. 4:6b-8     
1      Read and reflect on the following Old Testament passages. Gen. 9: 12-14;                  Ex. 19:16-19; 25:31-40; II Chron. 4: 2-6; Isa. 6:1-6; Ezek 1:4-28
·    What similarities and differences do you see between them and Rev. 4:3, 6-7?
2      How does John describe the four living creatures and what do you suppose these creatures represent?  4:6-8
3.     How does John’s description of the throne room and the praise of the four living creatures develop a sense of God’ majesty and sovereignty?
III. 
GOD ALMIGHTY IS TO BE WORSHIPPED  REV. 4:9-11               
1       What kind of response does the One on the throne elicit from those in His presence?   4: 8b-10      
2       How does the expression of praise from the twenty-four elders differ from that of the four living creatures?
· Why did the elders say that God was worthy of their worship?
3      What does this scene in heaven say about God and His expectations from the creatures of His creation?  John 4:24; Rom. 1:20-23
APPLICATION:

·     What impression does this passage give you of God the Father?
·      How does this description of God give you a greater hope and confidence as    you face the uncertainties of the future?
