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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
1. “Three Significant Men!”
Focus:  “God reveals His plan, His provision and His process for spiritual growth through the lives of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”
Introduction:
      In II Corinthians 3:18 (RSV) the Apostle Paul writes: “We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another!”  What does it mean to be changed into the likeness of God?  What does this look like?  What is the likeness of God?  What is the process that God uses to change us?
     In the Old Testament when God sets out to secure a people for Himself, He appeared to Moses at a burning bush and identified Himself by an unusual designation:  “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” (Ex. 3:6).  A little later when He sends Moses to the Israelites to announce His intention to them again, God repeats this three fold identification. (3:15-16)
     Turning to the New Testament, we find our Lord Jesus Christ using the same threefold expression in a passage which occurs in each of the three gospels:  “As touching the resurrection of the dead, have you not read that which was spoken to you by God saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?’ (Matt. 22:31-31)  Why is it, we would like to know, that God uses this three-fold expression when He identifies Himself to mankind?  What is the significance here?  Is there something contained here that God wants to teach us about Himself?  Is there something in the special position given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that reveals something about the process of being changed into the “likeness of God”?  He is their God, yet identifies with each of them and relates to them in unique ways.  I believe that in His relationship with these three men God reveals something about His character and His way of dealing with all people so they might be conformed into His image.
     As we study the lives of these three Biblical characters and see what they experienced collectively, it will teach us something about how God chooses to work in the lives of all His chosen.
I. ABRAHAM:  WHAT GOD ___________ OF US
God began the creation of a people to bring redemption to the world through one man.
A. Overview of Abraham’s life
1. Abraham’s background – Joshua 24:2-3
2. First example of man ___________by God – Gen. 12:1-3
· Place, people, plan, promise

3. Abraham’s distinguishing _____________________ - Gen. 15:6; Rom. 4:5;     Heb.11:8-10
       B.   Lessons to be learned about God - _______    __________.
1. God possesses a people, whose starting place is _____________ of them.        John 6:44, 65
2. A relationship with God is by ___________ in what God has _______________.           Ephesians 2:8, 9; Rom. 4:1-5.
3. God is the true _____________from whom all His new creation springs.  Abraham learned that God was the Father, the _____________- without Him there is nothing at all.  Unless God does a thing, we can do _______________.        John 5:19, 30; 15:5
II.   ISAAC:  WHAT GOD __________ ____ US
What the three men went through collectively must together be the spiritual experience of all God’s chosen.

A.   Overview of Isaac’s life
1. Isaac is the ________________son, the true heir.  Gen. 15:1-5
2. Abraham _______________ much wealth, Isaac ___________the inheritance.       Gen. 22:14; 24:66-67; 25:5
3. Isaac was offered up as a ____________________.  Gen. 22:2
B.   Lessons to be learned about God - ________    __________.
1. God ________________ His promises in His Son.  Gal. 4:4; II Cor. 1:20;      Rom. 1:1-4
2. We, before God, possess _______________ that is not given to us as ________ according to God’s promises.  Rom. 8:16-17; Gal. 4:28-30; 3:29
III. JACOB: WHAT GOD _______________    ______ US
Jacob presents us with another significant principle in God’s dealing with His children.  The Jacob principle, that also dominates us, is the principle of natural strength.
A.   Overview of Jacob’s life
1. Jacob was a clever, able man, who could ________    ______________.             Gen 25:29-34; 27:35-36; 28:20-22; 30:41-43
2.   God deals with Jacob through the hard __________________________ of life.           Gen 27:41; 29:23-28; 32:6-7; 33:10
3.   God changed Jacob’s name to Israel when he was _______________ by God.            Gen. 32:25-28; 34:30; 35:22
         B.   Lessons to be learned about God: The __________      ___________.
1. We cannot achieve __________   __________ by ________   _________.
2. No doctrine of sanctification is complete which does not deal radically with the ________________ of our old _______________.

3. The breaking of the strength of nature is the point to which all God’s people ____________    __________.  This is the discipline of the ________________.
Conclusion:

Abraham saw God as Father, the source of all things.  He displays the purpose of God in His choice of sinners.  Isaac received the inheritance as a son.  It is a blessed thing to have a gift bestowed upon us by God.  Isaac shows us the life of God made available to us in the gift of His Son.  Jacob learned that one can not put his faith in his own competence, no reliance upon them.  Jacob sets forth the process of God in the Holy Spirit’s handling of us to conserve and expand what we have received.  The Spirit moves to attain God’s ends by His own means.  This is God’s goal for all of us.
