Men’s Fellowship Bible Study




Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans










Saturday, 7:00 a.m.





         Equipping Faithful Men




                           B. The Christian Life

6.  “Witnessing” (Supplement)

It’s not enough to care about people and build relationships with non-Christians.  If we want to maximize our spiritual impact on others—we need clear communications.  We must talk about our faith; putting spiritual concepts into plain everyday words.  Here are some practical tools to help you.

I. Three methods to help you steer a discussion toward spiritual subjects.

A. Direct Method – Doesn’t wait for opportunities; it creates them.

· “If you’d ever like to know the difference between religion and Christianity, let me know.  I’d be happy to talk to you about it.”  “Do” vs. “Done” – Great illustration, Hybels pg. 155-156.

· “How’s it going today?  Ahh, come on, you can tell me!  How’s it really going?”  “I want you to know that not only do I care, but God cares too, and I’d enjoy telling you more about Him whenever you’re ready.”

· “I’m curious, do you ever think about spiritual matters?”

· “Who in your opinion is Jesus Christ?”

· “What’s your spiritual background?  Were you taught a particular religious perspective a you were growing up?”

· “Do you ever wonder what happens to us when we die?”

· “What do you think a real Christian is?”

· “Where are you heading in your spiritual journey?”

B.   
Indirect Method

· Ask a person to help you in some task—turn your conversation toward matters of God, the church, or faith.

· Business—When asked: “How’s your year going?” Answer: “Well, financially, okay; family wise, pretty well; and spiritually things are great.  Which one do you want to talk about?”

· Relocations—As people move to a new neighborhood—After asking whether they’ve found good places to shop, dine out, doctors, car repair, etc., add: “Have you fond a good church?”  Share where you attend.

· Hobbies/Spare time—While talking about hobbies, include some ministry/church related activities that you enjoy.

· Nature—What about using the wonders of creation to point to the wonder of a creator.  “What imagination God must have to make so many different shapes and colors….etc.”

· Music—You may draw attention to contemporary Christian musicians or secular artists who have trusted Christ.

· Sports—You could give them a personal testimony tape, book, article about a favorite athlete you know of who is a Christian.

· Shared struggles—You may find some areas of difficulty in common with that person.  Tell how you’ve been helped by wisdom from the Bible, caring Christian friends, or divine intervention.

· Holidays—People are more open to God during seasons like Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving, even 4th of July.  Draw the conversation to the significance of Jesus’ birth…is the Easter story fact or fiction…the intervention of God at the foundation of our nation.

C.
The Invitational method

· Invite people to seeker oriented outreach events.—Men’s Fellowship breakfasts, Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast, Men’s retreat, Bob Vernon seminar, etc.  Select events that have quality.

· Put something in their hands that will give details about the event.

· Offer them a ride.

II.   
Share Jesus Without Fear

A. Where do you start?  Learn to ask questions.

· Do you have any kind of spiritual belief?
· What is your understanding of who Jesus Christ is?
· Do you think there is a heaven or a hell?
· If you died tonight, where do you think you are going?
· Why do you think you would be let in?
· If what you’re believing is not true, would you want to know it?
…By asking questions, you are in control.  Whatever the response, don’t put him down….listen for a person’s hurt, pain or doubt.  Other questions:

· Do you go to church anywhere?  How does one from your church get saved, or know he’s going to Heaven when he dies?

· Purpose of questions is to seize the moment God has provided for you.  It’s a probe to see if God is doing anything.  You are not responsible for conversions, God is.  (John 6:44).
B.
Where do you go from here?  Get them into the Bible.

· Possible Objection:  “There are errors in the Bible”.  Hand them your Bible and ask them to point it out… “There are many translations.”  Yes, but they all say the same thing. (except J.W. Bible)….”you can interpret the Bible in many ways.”  “Let me show you some verses now you tell me what they mean!”.

· Plan to use your Bible without creating an argument.

Two principles:

· Romans 10:17—“Faith comes by hearing”.  Ask them to read the verse out loud.

· Luke 10:26—Jesus said, “What are you reading?”  Ask them, what does this verse say to you?

C.
Use your Bible.  Also reference the next verses in your Bible.

· Rom. 3:23—“Read out loud….what does it say to you!”  Make no comment, turn the page—draw gap.

· Rom. 6:23—“Read out loud…what does it say to you?”

“Did you notice, I underlined sin…not sins.  I’m going to Hell because of one sin.  Also, in.  God wants me in a relationship with His Son, not in a religion.

· John 3:3—“Read out loud”—X—exception.”

“You’ve seen what God wants from you.  Perhaps you’re wondering how do I get into a right relationship with God?”  Verse.  Draw a cross.  “Jesus took all sin on Himself.”  Use pen to show that we must take it, to receive it as a gift.

· John 14:6—“Read out loud…What does this verse say to you?”  “Do you see any other way to Heaven?”

· Romans 10:9-11—“Read out loud….meaning!”

If he doesn’t get it, ask him to read it again.

· Rev. 3:20—“Read out loud—What does it say to you?  Who open the door?  Is your door open?  What must you do?”

D. Bring Closure.
· Are you a sinner?

· Do you want your sins forgiven?

· Do you believe Jesus died on the cross for you and rose again to give you life for the forgiveness of your sins?

· Are you willing to surrender your life to Christ?

· Are you ready to invite Jesus into your heart?  Yes/No.  If he says no, ask “Why?”, continue to ask “why”.

· Pray the prayer and ask him to repeat.

· Follow up the next day. 

