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      Equipping Faithful Men




                       B. The Christian Life

6. “Witnessing”

Scripture Study:  I Peter 3:8-17

Memory Verse:  I Peter 3:15


Date Memorized_______________

Reflection:

You may wonder, what’s it all for?  We’ve talked about the importance of studying and applying God’s Word, communing with the Lord in prayer, and fellowshipping with other Christians.  Having done this we must recognize that God has a purpose for us.

The exciting reality is that God includes us in His ministry, His work here on earth.  We are, indeed, the body of Christ.  This means first of all, that Jesus expects His life and His character to be reproduced in us as He indwells us. ( Rom. 8:29; Eph 4:13, 16).  But also, it means that Jesus intends to live His ministry through us.  As Christ’s body, we become His hands, heart, and feet.  We are to demonstrate His life in relationship to others and be the instruments of His ministry on earth.

The fourth spoke of the wheel, which illustrates the balanced Christian life, is witnessing.  Witnessing must be the result or overflow of the life of Christ within us.  In II Corinthians 5:20 the apostle Paul calls Christians “ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us”.  This means Christians are not only to reflect the reality of Christ’s presence in their lives, but they are also to share the message of God’s grace in Christ clearly and simply as they go about doing His work of ministry.

A.   Background Study:  I Peter 3:8-17

1. What qualities does Peter desire for his readers?(3:8-9).
· When is it hard for Christians to live in harmony with each other?  Why?

· How does the quotation from Psalm 34:12-16 highlight what Peter has said?

·   What must a person do who wants to love life? (3:10-12).
2. What is the “can’t lose” element in doing good, even when you suffer for doing right? (3:13-14; 16).
· What else does Peter say about demonstrating a Christian life style even in the midst of suffering?  (I Peter 4:4:14-17).
3. According to John 13:34-35, why is it so important that we Christians “walk our talk”?

· What impact did ‘life-style’ have on people who witnessed the early church?  (Acts 2:41-47).
B.   Memory Verse:   I Peter 3:15

1.   If it’s God’s plan for us to witness by our ‘life and a word’, what then are the implications to ‘set apart Christ as Lord’?

2.  What does it mean to “always be prepared to make a defense of the Christian faith”?

·   What kind of preparation do you believe you need to be able to share and/or defend your faith in Christ?

3.  Think of some ways you could stimulate people to ask you about your hope in Christ?

·  What is your hope and how would you explain it to a non-believer?

4.   With what attitude are we to share our faith with non-Christians?

Challenge:   

Review the first six memory verses using them as though you were sharing your faith.

