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     Equipping Faithful Men

B.  The Christian Life

4.    “Prayer”

Scripture Study:  John 16:16-28

Memory Verse:  John 16:24



  
Date Memorized_____________

Reflection:

Apart from knowing God, through the study of God’s Word, the second most essential building block in a believer’s growing walk with God is prayer.   When discipling a new Christian and helping him to grow spiritually, you as a disciple must be convinced in your own heart that prayer makes a difference.  You are the key!  If you are convinced about the power and importance of prayer, then you will seek to build it in the lives of others.

From scripture we learn that God not only invites us to pray, He expects us to pray.  God seeks to establish His Kingdom -rule and will on earth as it is in heaven as believers pray for it.  Why is prayer so important?  Prayer is a time for us to express our love and adoration of God; it’s a time to tell Him what we think of Him.  Prayer is also a time of sweet communion with God, as a child relates to a parent.  It is our desire to simply be with God.  Further, prayer is a time to share with God the sin areas in our lives and to seek His grace and forgiveness.  Finally, prayer is a time to give to God our concerns, struggles, and needs, as well as expressing to Him our concern for the needs of others.

Never forget: Christianity is a personal relationship with God.  If we ignore prayer, we disregard the relational dimension with God and our Christianity is nothing more than religion. 

A. Background Study:  John 16:16-28
1. Take a few moments and read John chapters 13-17.  Briefly tell the occasion and setting of this dialogue between Jesus and His disciples.
2. What did Jesus announce in vss.16-18 and how did the disciples respond?
3. What does Jesus point out to the disciples that they will experience?               (vss. 20-21).
4. What is significant about Jesus’ illustration of a woman giving birth as descriptive of what was about to happen?
5. In light of the coming events, what promises does Jesus give to the disciples?  (John 16:22-23; 26-27).

B. Memory Verse:  John 16:24

1. What does Jesus say is the key to answered prayer?

· What does the “name of Jesus” have to do with prayer?

· Vss. 23, 24 speak of “in that day”.  What day is He speaking of?

(John 16:13-15).

2. What do Matt. 7:7-11 and James 4:1-4 tell you about “asking”?

3. In what way do you connect the promise of joy with prayer?

4. What are some reasons why God at times may not answer your prayers?

(Mark 11:25; I Pet. 3:7; Isa. 59:1,2; James 1:6-7; II Cor. 12:8-10).

Challenge:

In your Bible notebook, add sheets of paper on which you list your prayers with the date when asked, and have a column in which to write HOW answered and WHEN.

