Men’s Fellowship Bible Study




Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans










Saturday, 7:00 a.m.





     Equipping Faithful Men

B.  The Christian Life

3. “The Word”

Scripture Study:  Colossians 3:1-17

Memory Verse:  Colossians 3:16



  Date Memorized_____________

Reflection

The wheel illustration is a helpful way to remember the basic truths about living the Christian life.  The key to living that life is having Jesus Christ as the center and priority of all you do.  With Christ as the focus and having control, the Christian life is balanced and effective.

As the rim represents the Christian responding to Christ’s leadership through wholehearted, day-by-day obedience to Him, the question is raised: How does His presence and power become operative in the believer’s life?  We point to the foundation spoke which is the ‘Word of God’.  The word, the message, stories, principles of the Bible, becomes the believer’s guide for living, it is spiritual food, our sword for spiritual battle, as well as “love letters” from our heavenly Father.

Our objective in discipling others is first of all that we faithfully let God speak to us through the study of His Word, then do our best to help other seekers and new Christians to establish a consistent time with God by hearing, reading, studying, memorizing, and meditating on God’s Word.

This study in Colossians sets the goal or behavioral objectives for a Christian life-style.  Then in our memory verse we’re given the key to how this is to be done.

A. Background Study:  Colossians 3:1-17

1. If a Christian is going to be serious about having his behavior reflect his faith in Christ, what should be his focus and his basic understanding about himself?  (Col. 3:1-4).

2. Because a Christian understands that “he has died” in Christ, what kind of behavior must “be put to death”?  (Col. 3:5-9).

3. Christians are called to “put on their new self”.  What does it mean that it is being “renewed in knowledge….”  How does this happen? (Rom. 12:2).
4. What positive character qualities does God seek to have evident in Christians?  (3:12-14).

· How important is forgiving others in the life of a Christian?

(Matt. 6:12, 14-15; 18:35).

5. In what two areas is the “peace of Christ to rule”, and how does the one affect the other?  (3:15).

B. Memory Verse:  Colossians 3:16

1. Look up the meaning of the following words:

· Word of Christ

· Dwell

· Richly

2. What is the command of this verse?

3. Why is God’s Word so important to the believer?  (II Tim. 3:16-17).
4. How did the following examples effectively use the Word of God?

· Joshua (1:8)

· Bereans (Acts 17:11)

· Jesus (Matt. 4:4, 7, 10)

5. Why is the Word of God called the “sword of the Spirit”? (Eph. 6:17).
Summary:

How would you explain to a new believer why knowing the message of the Bible is so important to Christians?  

