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Equipping Faithful Men

B.   The Christian Life

2. “The Obedient Christian”

Scripture Study:  John 15:1-11

Memory Verse:  John 15:10,14



Date Memorized_______________

Reflection

As faithful Christian men who are being equipped, as well as seeking to equip others to become faithful followers of Christ, we must understand a key truth.  The call to follow Jesus is not merely a call to salvation, assurance of sins forgiven and a blessed hope to spend eternity in heaven.  The gospel Jesus proclaimed was a call to discipleship, a call to follow Him in submissive obedience, not just a plea to make a decision or just pray a prayer.  Jesus’ message liberates people from the bondage of their sin, but also confronts and condemns their lifestyle.  It puts sinners on notice that they must turn from sin, embrace God’s righteousness, and invite Christ to live His life in and through them.

There are those who would have us believe that the norm for salvation is simply to accept Jesus as Savior, and neglect emphasizing that Jesus is Lord, the leader, the boss, our CEO!  True faith in Jesus shows itself in one’s obedience to Christ.  Genuine love for Christ demonstrates it’s reality in the response to do what He says.

A. Background Study:  John 15:1-11

1. Explain the difference between “justification” and “sanctification”.

(John 1:12, 13; Romans 8:29).

2. What does Jesus parable of the vine teach about the purpose of the vines?

· What “fruit” ought to be evident?  (Gal. 5:22, 23; Eph. 2:10).
3. Who is the vinedresser and how does he deal with fruitless and fruitful branches?  (vs. 2)

· What must branches do in order to bear fruit? (vs. 4) Explain.
4. Explain what Jesus means by “remain in me” and “abide in me”?
5. What are the consequences and privileges of not “remaining” and “remaining” in Jesus?  Explain what this means.  (vs. 6-7).

6. How do believers show themselves to be Christ’s followers? (vs. 8-10).

· In what ways do you see God pruning “useless branches” from our character?

B.   Memory Verse:  John 15:10, 14

1. From these verses, what confirms whether or not a Christian really loves                                                                    Jesus?

2. How did Jesus demonstrate that He truly loved the Father?

3. What does Jesus call those who obey His commandments (vs.14)?  What does that mean to you?

4. What promise is given to Christ’s disciples in vs. 11 and what connection does that have with vs. 10?

5. How obedient are you to Christ’s commands?  Here’s a check list: (Matt. 5:23-24; 27-28; 43-45; 6:14-15; 31-33; 7:1-5.)
