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Saturday, 7:00 a.m.

   Equipping Faithful Men

      B.  The Christian Life

1. “Christ In the Center”

Scripture Study:  Colossians 2:1-7

Memory Verse:  Colossians 2:6,7


Date Memorized________________

Reflection

Once a person has become a Christian, by receiving Christ as his forgiver and leader, he now needs to grow in his new faith.  The following six lessons will focus on The Christian Life.  Our objective, as disciplers, is to equip new believers to grow and mature so their behavior and lifestyle will reflect their faith and new life. (Rom. 8:29; Eph. 4:11-14).

The key to living and growing in this new life is to understand what it means that Christ is in the center.  This fact can be illustrated with a wheel that has a rim, four spokes and a hub.  The power source of the wheel centers on the hub.  For the Christian, that hub is the Lord Jesus Christ.

We must help the new believer understand that he/she must consciously and intentionally present his body, mind, and will to Christ’s authority and lordship (Rom12:1,2).  Our scripture study in Colossians will help us emphasize this necessity.

A. Background Study: 

1. What commission was given to the apostle Paul—and to those of us who disciple other new Christians? (Col. 1:25-27).

· Describe Paul’s goal and strategy in fulfilling that commission. (Col. 1:28-29)

· What is the passion of your heart in light of God’s call to you?

2. As Paul shared with the believers how to mature in Christ, what results in their behavior did he expect to see? (2:1-3).

· Explain the phrase “the mystery of God”. (Col. 1:27; 2:2-3; Eph. 3:4-6).
· Why is it important for a believer to understand that the Christian life is submitting to Christ living “in and through” him, rather than him trying to “follow the example” of Jesus? (Gal. 2:20; Rom. 6:5-11).
3. What do you know about this church of Laodicea from Rev. 3:14-22?

· In light of what you’ve discovered by comparing this Colossians (2:1-6) passage with Rev. 3:14-22, what causes lukewarmness in Christians?

4. How would a commitment to the full knowledge of Christ protect a Christian? (2:4).
· What “fine-sounding arguments” today draw some Christians away from the faith? 

B. Memory Verse:  Colossians 2:6, 7

1. After a person becomes a Christian by receiving Christ, what now is expected of him?

· Find the key words in these verses and explain them.

2. How would you explain the phrase “to live in Christ”?  (John 15:5; Gal. 2:20).

3. According to vs. 7, what positive things are Christians to do to mature spiritually, and what would you recommend for a person to do to achieve that?

4. When a believer puts Christ in the center of his life, he is to “continue to live in Him.”  From Colossians 3:5-12, what are some practical things a Christian should do?

