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Introduction:
We stand at a crossroads today.  Our American culture has lost sense of its Christian roots.  Increasingly, people today have no concept of who Jesus Christ is and what He has done.  Also, sadly—many faithful church goers feel inadequate in sharing God’s good news and helping others become “responsible, reproducing forgivers” of Christ.  The Apostle Paul exhorts Timothy not only to “be strong” but also to build an understanding of God’s truth and grace into the lives of others (II Tim. 2:1-2).  It reminds us that we must be doing our job as a church.
 As church pastors, we need to review our Biblical job description.  The pastor’s job is to equip “faithful men who will be able to teach others also” (II Tim. 2:2).  Our job, also, is to “equip the saints, for the work of ministry, so Christ’s body may be built up”.  (Eph. 4:11-12) That has been the primary purpose for this study:  to equip faithful men, who will do the work of ministry by teaching others also!
I. Begin with the Gospel.  We must understand God’s Good News if we are to be able to pass it on.
1. The fact of sin – (John 3:19) - How do you help a person understand this?
2. The penalty of sin – (Romans 6:23) -What’s the difference between wages and a gift?
3. Penalty paid by Christ – (II Corinthians 5:21) – Why is a substitute necessary?
4. Salvation, not by works (Ephesians 2:8, 9) – Explain the difference between “do” and “done”?
5. Must accept Christ (John 1:12) – How are believing and receiving related?
6. Assurance of salvation (I John 5:11, 12) – On what do you base the assurance of your salvation?
II.     The Christian:  With new life, the believer needs to be established in his walk with the Lord, so he has all the “tools” with which to grow in place.

1. Christ the center (Colossians 2:6, 7) – What does this mean?
2. The Obedient Christian (John 15:10, 14) – How is obedience a proof of love?
3. The Word (Colossians 3:16) – Why is knowing God’s Word so important?

4. Prayer (John 16:24) – What part does prayer play in a believer’s growth?

5. Fellowship (Hebrews 10:24, 25) – Why are Christians expected to belong to a church?

6. Witnessing (I Peter 3:15) – How would you express your birth, faith and hope in Jesus?
III.    Promised Blessings:  As a result of a person coming to and responding to Christ, God makes some wonderful promises to give encouragement.
1. Forgiveness of sin (I John 1:9) – Why is it so important to know that God forgives people?

2. Comfort (II Corinthians 1:3, 4) – How does God use trials and troubles to become blessings?

3. Peace (John 14:27) What makes Christ’s peace such a powerful blessing?

4. Christian growth (I Peter 2:2) – How does Christian growth flow out of a relationship?
5. God’s reward (II Corinthians 5:10) – How does accountability and reward motivate people?

6.  Christ’s return (Titus 2:12-13) – Why is the promise of Christ’s return such a blessing?

IV.   The Challenge:  God’s promised blessings assure us that living as fully devoted followers of Jesus is worthwhile, but in following Jesus we must also accept its challenges.

1. To follow Christ (I Peter 2:21) – What does it mean for someone to follow Jesus in today’s world?

2. To be separate from the world (II Corinthians 6:17-18) – Why is this such a challenge?
3. To overcome trials (James 1:12) – Why is it important that a new believer understands he will face tough times?

4. To endure suffering (Philippians 1:29) – What kind of suffering can devoted followers of Jesus expect?

5. To be strong (Ephesians 6:10-11) – How is putting on God’s armor essential in maintaining spiritual strength?

6. To declare the message (Matthew 28:18-20) – How can every Christian be a part of fulfilling this challenge?

V.    The Resources:  God never expects His church and disciples to respond to His challenges without also supplying them with necessary resources.
1. God’s Holy Spirit (Romans 8:14) – Why is it necessary to know that God’s Spirit has been      given?
2. God’s promises (II Peter 1:4) – How do God’s promises become resources to keep us going?

3. God’s power (Ephesians 3:20-21) – How does having God’s power enable us to get out of our comfort zones!
4. God’s wisdom (James 1:5) – How can a Biblical perspective give you Godly wisdom?

5. God’s guidance (John 16:13) – What key factors can help you find God’s guidance?

6. God’s grace (I Corinthians 1:4, 5) – What makes God’s grace such a valuable resource?

VI.  Expected Fruit:  As faithful men are equipped and are in ministry of equipping others also, spiritual results become evident.

1. Love (Galatians 5:22, 23) – Why is it so important that you know you’re loved through God’s grace before you can truly love others?

2. Faith (II Timothy 1:13) – What building blocks are necessary for faith to be a “living faith”?

3. Joy (John 15:11) – How is the joy from Jesus different from the happiness of our world?

4. Victory (I Corinthians 10:31) – Why is self-discipline essential to spiritual victory?

5. Humility (Philippians 2:3, 5) – What is there in Christ’s humility that is so necessary for us to reflect?

6. Maturity (Ephesians 4:13) – What can you expect to see in a mature Christian?

Are you a “faithful” man of God?  What will you do with what you have been taught?
