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In his 2001 book, “The Broken Hearth, Reversing the Moral Collapse of the American Family” 
  Bill Bennett reminded us that, “The family is absolutely the most fundamental building block of a society.  And for the past 40 years the family structure has come apart in an historical instant – something unimaginable 40 years ago.  Americans are deeply worried about the state of the family and they have good reason.”  In his 1990 book, “Children at Risk, The Battle for the Hearts and Minds of Our Kids” 
 James Dobson gave his prescient warning that, “Nothing short of a great civil war of values rages throughout North America…two sides with vastly differing and incompatible worldviews … locked in a bitter conflict that permeates every level of society… a war for the hearts and minds of the people.  It is a war over ideas.  To be more precise, it is a battle between worldviews – the Christian worldview and the secularist worldview.”  

As we read the headlines about lawless gay marriage and other countless moral challenges facing us, I ask myself, “Is it the failure of the culture that I should be most concerned about, or the failure of the Church within the culture?”  1 Cor 2:14 says, “The natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; because they are foolishness to him.  He cannot understand such things because they are obtained spiritually.”  On the other hand, the Church is to be a “fragrance of Christ … among those who are perishing (as well as) among those who are being saved” (2 Cor 2:15).   “We are to be ambassadors for Christ as though God were entreating the world through us” (2 Cor 5:19).  In other words, the world doesn’t know any better -- and we shouldn’t expect it to.  However, the Church does know better and has been given a mission to be witness to a better life through Godly living.  That is, we are to be the salt and light to our culture.  The question I then ask is: “Are we in the Church living up to our calling?”
If I were to ask you what percentage of born-again Christians and Protestant pastors hold to a biblical view of the world, what would be your guess?  Below is a bare-bones list that George Barna’s research group asked those, who claim to have a “biblical worldview,” to affirm. There is nothing on the list that demands adherence to weighty theological matters, such as the doctrine of the Trinity, the Deity of Christ, or the details of salvation.  The list doesn’t suggest denominational distinctives.  It simply summarizes some of the most fundamental tenants of Biblical Christianity.   The Barna Group asked, “Do you affirm that …”
1. God is the all-powerful and all-knowing Creator of the universe and still rules today

2. the Bible is accurate in all its teachings

3. absolute moral truth exists and as such is defined by the Bible

4. Satan is real

5. Jesus lived a sinless life

6. salvation is a gift from God and cannot be earned

7. Christians have a responsibility to share their faith with others?
What percentage of dedicated Christians do you think affirmed all 7 propositions?

Born-again Christians:
(a) > 75%
(b) 50 – 75%
(c) 25 – 50%
(d) 10 – 25%
(e) < 10%

Protestant Pastors:
(a) > 90%
(b) 70 – 90%
(c) 60 – 70%
(d) 50 – 60%
(e) < 50%

According to Barna
, only 9% of born-again Christians and 51% of Protestant Pastors hold to a biblical worldview as defined by these seven criteria!  In the mainline denominational churches, only 1 in 4 Pastors did.  (And in those denominations that ordain women, only 15% did.)  Pastors who attended seminary were less likely to hold to this biblical worldview (45%) than those who did not (59%).  What must these dreadful statistics tell us?  It tells me that we in the Church do not think like Jesus so no wonder we do not act like Jesus; nor have the capacity to positively influence the culture for Jesus.  
Our behavior stems from what we think and how we view the world – our attitudes, beliefs, values and opinions.  Although Christians may own a Bible and know some of its content, the Barna research found that most of us have little idea how to integrate our core biblical principles in forming a unified and meaningful response to the challenges and opportunities of everyday life within our secular surroundings.  That is, we do not possess, nor live-out, a biblical worldview.  We seem to be more concerned about survival amidst our daily chaos than with experiencing truth and significance and passing it on to our culture.  

Over 2500 years ago, the Jews we’re living in a pagan culture and cried out in despair, “How Now Shall We Live?”  (Ezekiel 33:10).  The text for this study is a book whose title was inspired by that same cry.  Written by Chuck Colson and Nancy Pearcey, How Now Shall We Live? will help you develop a Christian worldview.  That is, a view of all the created order from a biblical perspective – an entire outlook on a life centered on God and built on His revealed truth.  You will understand the impact of the Fall on the culture that surrounds Christians in 21st century America.  And, you will be given the tools to be God’s agents in restoring that culture.  

There are 26 lessons in the series covering the 45 chapters of the book.  They have been divided into four series:

I -- Developing a Christian Mind (6 lessons)

Introduction

Lesson 1 – Christianity is a Worldview

Lesson 2 – Contending with Other Worldviews
Lesson 3 – The Religion of Naturalism (Part 1)

Lesson 4 – The Religion of Naturalism (Part II)
Lesson 5 – Made in God’s Image
II -- Christianity’s Answer to a Fallen World (8 lessons)

Lesson 6 –  A Fallen or Utopian World?

Lesson 7 – The Nature of Sin

Lesson 8 –  Why does a good God allow suffering?

Lesson 9 –  Turning Around the Abortion Mentality

Lesson 10 – Responding to a Culture of Lust

Lesson 11 – Can Science and Technology Save Us?

Lesson 12 – Responding to Postmodernism & the New Age

Lesson 13 – Can We Know that Christianity is True?

III -- Restoring a Fallen World – Part 1 (6 lessons)

Lesson 14 – Why Are We Saved?

Lesson 15 – Do Christians Actually Live Better Lives?

Lesson 16 – Building a Strong Family in Today’s Culture

Lesson 17 – How Do We Reform the Educational System?

Lesson 18 – How do we create a good neighborhood?

Lesson 19 – How to Create a Good Society?

IV -- Restoring a Fallen World – Part 2 (6 lessons)

Lesson 20 – A Biblical View of Work & Business

Lesson 21 – A Biblical View of Politics & Our Legal System

Lesson 22 – Upholding the Doctrine of Creation

Lesson 23 – The Christian and the Arts

Lesson 24 – The Christian and Pop Culture

Lesson 25 – How to Redeem our Culture

Each of the series can be studied alone, but it is best if they are studied together and in a sequential fashion.  

What Americans and born-gain Christians really believe -- and how we act
In his 2001 book, Boiling Point,
 George Barna points out many other startling statistics about American Christians regarding our understanding of the Bible, our commitment to viewing the world through its lens, and acting in accordance with its precepts.  This Introduction summarizes many of the points contained in Barna’s book.

We are defined by what we believe and how that aligns with how we act.  Our life is manifested by our values, lifestyle, choices, goals, and beliefs about what is right and wrong, meaningful or meaningless.  
Americans are a people of tremendous faith – but it is multidimensional and most often outside the realm of spirituality.  We often demonstrate faith in ourselves, in nature, in the objects we create, but have trouble trusting the Creator of all.  This seems to stem from a worldview that informs us that there is no absolute moral or spiritual truth; that a person’s faith is private and can be customized without consequences; that we alone are the final arbiters of right and wrong, crafting our own religious paradigm.  In short, we live in an age of spiritual anarchy: all that’s required is that we are comfortable with our choices, and that they do not infringe on someone else’s exercise of their choice.

North America is the only continent in the world where Christianity is not growing.  America is now a post-Christian country and embraces a syncretized and synthetic faith containing elements of Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism, Mormonism, Scientology, Unitarianism, and Christian Science -- even within the supposedly born-again Christian Church!   Few American Christians today have the intellectual and spiritual tools to identify and reject any garbage that drifts into their worldview as revealed by the following statistics:  
· 90% of Americans say they believe in God (2/3 even say it’s the God of the Bible), but most have sufficiently neutered Him to becoming our slave.  We believe in the Bible, but we seem to interpret it to say that God has passed the baton of power to us.  Born-again Christians are even confused about God – 3 out of 10 reject Jesus’ physical resurrection, and a majority of them deny the existence of God the Holy Spirit!  Whatever happened to the Trinity?  One-half of born-again Christians think that Satan is just a symbol of evil and not a reality!
· 85% of all Americans say that religious faith is very important in their lives.  80% even say that they know the basic teachings of the Bible.  But we don’t do act like it.  For example, the incidence of divorce is higher among born-again Christians than among the general population.
· 60% of Americans say that the Bible is the inerrant Word of God.  (Another 20% say it is inspired, but includes factual errors.  The remaining 20% say that it is neither inspired nor accurate [12%]; just 8% say it is just another religious book.)  But, only a small percentage (even inside the Church) actually knows the Bible.  Three-quarters of all adults, for example, believe the Bible says that, “God helps those who help themselves,” the exact opposite of salvation through Jesus Christ.  

· Two-thirds of all American adults agree that the Bible provides us with absolute moral truth, but when asked if there are any moral absolutes, only 1/3 said “Yes” (??)!  Another one-third said, “No – it depends on the circumstances,” and the remaining third said they had no idea.  Grappling with this issue got a massive yawn from most people.  Absolute truth is a foreign concept to most of the postmodern generation, even within the Church.  As such, they generally adopt an odd mixture of democratic capitalism, nihilism, and pantheism.

· Salvation is even a more confusing topic.  Most adults, including one-third of born-again Christians, think salvation will occur in any one of three ways:

· accepting Christ’s work of salvation (biblical salvation), or

· their own good works, or

· relying on God’s infinite and forgiving love on Judgment Day

This explains why there is so little passion for evangelism in America.  You can choose – grace, works or universalism!  One-half of the population maintains that it really doesn’t matter what faith you align with since all the major religious groups teach the same basic principles.  

How did Christians, the very people to whom God entrusted the substance of truth and morality, arrive in this position?  As Barna best untangles it, the route was circuitous.  The teaching that people received from their churches – the place where (hopefully) the truths asserted by God were to be clearly, consistently and convincingly expounded – have generally been ineffective in helping this generation comprehend moral truth.  Barna’s studies showed that few churches use their teaching times – sermons, Sunday school, VBS, small groups, membership classes – to intentionally and relentlessly communicate a coherent and cohesive biblical worldview in a systematic fashion.  

Few Americas read the Bible often enough, broadly enough and sufficiently circumspectly to enable them to develop a truth-based worldview.  Churches rarely hold their constituents accountable for their values, beliefs and actions with the consequence that absolute moral truth in action is essentially ignored.  The practical result is inevitable: without a solid moral foundation, the Body of Christ is more affected and infected by the culture than helping transform the culture.  The moral foundation upon which our culture comes to rest then is Moral Relativism.  We have become a society in which every person is a law unto him- or herself, and where there is widespread chaos and confusion regarding what is appropriate and inappropriate behavior.

Barna’s research also reveals that most pastors believe they are doing a great job of providing congregants with what they need to think biblically.  One of the studies even showed that a majority of pastors argued that most of their regular attendees have a biblical worldview already in place.  The facts, however, prove otherwise.
What can we do to turn around the situation?

We must reform the Church to restore a biblical approach to morality, truth and worldview.  And we will have to do it one person, one small group, one class, one congregation at a time.  The good news is that there is no other organization in the world better suited to overcome the public impulse toward moral anarchy than the Church of Jesus Christ.  Restoring the moral commitment of Americans may be the biggest challenge for the Church, but if the Church fails to rise up and play the role of social reformer, “America is likely to adopt forms of hyper-tolerance that would make the Sodomites blush,” Barna says.  The Church is rotting from the inside out and it is crippled by non-biblical theology and disobedience to the Word of God.  What can we do to turn things around as individuals? As the Body of Christ?   Here are some practical suggestions:

· We must change our attitude about why we are here on earth.  It’s not about us, it’s about God.  Our calling is to serve and bless God and other people.   

· Get serious about understanding and committing ourselves to God’s truth principles.  Be a living example of God’s truth in action.

· Read and study our Bibles daily.  

· Make a commitment to learn the Bible and Biblical Theology.  

· Identify our core values.  Make a commitment to align our core values with God’s principles.

· Change our attitudes about the Church.  Most of us see the Church as existing to serve our needs, rather than us serving God and others through the Church.  

· Attend Church weekly (the average attendance at church has dropped to 2X a month).  Attend Sunday School or other adult class opportunities.  (Churches, rather than seminaries, will increasingly provide the theological training of its elders, lay leaders and future pastors.)
· Tithe – 92% of born-again believers do not tithe.  Everything (100% not just 10%) of what we have belongs to God.  We are only stewards of His possessions and He has required us to give the first-fruits of our income (10%) for His work.

· Acknowledge that we are in a state of spiritual anarchy in America and make a long-term commitment to turn it around.  1 Chron 12:32 commended the “men who understood the times and knew what the nation should do.”

· Develop a clear and comprehensive biblical worldview that will enable us to live in and interact with the culture, deploying God’s principles.  Learn how to apply this biblical worldview to everyday life – at home; in the workplace; as a citizen; in our children’s classrooms; when interacting with the arts, music, and literature; and the media, entertainment and pop culture.  (That is what this course is all about.)
· Learn more about the fundamental beliefs of competing worldviews, religions and cults and how to respond biblically to them.

· Discuss values and worldviews with your family, small groups, friends, neighbors, and those in the church. 

· Teach others in your family, small groups and church about biblical values and worldview.
· Pray for our society that God will raise-up the Church to be the most profound cultural influencer, dedicated to cleansing society of its unbiblical messages and worldviews.
· Get involved with a group of mature Christians who will hold you accountable to carrying out your commitments.

· Pray hard and often for God the Holy Spirit’s illumination and enablement of this work.
The Body of Jesus Christ must be the primary witness to the world for shaping its culture.  That’s what it means to fulfill our biblical calling as salt and light.  But recent decades have seen the impact of the Church wane to almost nil in America.  The biggest unknown in foretelling the future of our country is the how the Church will respond to the current moral deterioration of society.  In the midst of moral and spiritual anarchy, how will God’s people respond?  We alone have been given the power and the divine mandate to transform the world for the better.  But will we?  We are currently positioned like the Israelites when on the east side of the Jordan, just before they entered the land that God set aside for them.  God said to Joshua --
“Be strong and very courageous.  Be careful to obey all the laws that my servant Moses gave you.  Do not turn from it to the right or to the left so that you may be successful wherever you go.  Do not let the Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.  Then you will be prosperous and successful.  Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”  (Joshua 1:7-9)

Chuck Colson believes that the first decade of the 21st century can be a time of great revival and lead to a reversal of our moral decline.  Several cultural indicators are beginning to reverse, giving us hope:  divorces, birth rate among unmarried teens, abortion, people on welfare, crime – all were DOWN in the 1990’s.  Moral discourse is being revived in public forums.  Look what has happened in the White House.  Remember the congressional dialog over the morality of the 2003 Superbowl halftime show?  Colson believes the reason that the cultural trend is shifting is because modernity had played out its destructive logical consequences, and people are finally starting to notice.  “All the ideologies, all the utopian promises that have marked (the 20th century) have proven utterly bankrupt …We have discovered that we cannot live with the chaos that inevitably results from choice divorced from morality,” Colson says.  The stage is set, he believes, for Christians to show that Christianity is more than a private belief, more than a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  As foundational as those truths are, Christianity is even more: it is a way of comprehending and living-out all of reality on a totally integrated biblical basis – with a biblical worldview.  That is God’s way of providing society with real-life solutions to its moral dilemmas.

Bible Study:  Ez 33:10; 1 Chron 12:32; 2 Cor 10:3-5; Gen 1:26-28; Mt 28:18-20; Mt 5:13-16; Mt 5:44-45;
 Col 2:8-10; Acts 17:16-34; 1 Pet 3:15; Eph 6:11-20
Questions:
1. What is a worldview?  A biblical worldview?  How does it relate to 2 Cor 10:3-5?
2. What is your reaction to the statistics about born-again Christians and Protestant Pastors found in the Barna studies?  Relate your answer to Mt 28:18-20.

3. How has failing to see Christianity as a worldview crippled Christians?  Relate your answer to Col 2:8-10.
4. How important is a class like this in addressing the issue?  Relate your answer to Mt 5:13-16.

5. In your sphere of influence, how can you see your biblical worldview making a positive impact on our society?
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