DOES GOD HAVE A PLAN—FOR ME?

JULY 18, 2004

-Two jokes about getting older

-My theme: Fulfilling God’s Purpose For My Life

· Let’s Not Waste Life—Last Week.  Life goes by fast

· Saddest Realization—lived life by making a living—never lived life fulfilling my purpose—God’s decision

· What on earth am I here for?  Happiness! Pleasure, success, survival, status, fill _____________________ on significance

· Focus of Bible—Love God, love people, serve God, serve people.  God mad you for one reason! To love you, to show His extravagant, incredible love……for you to love Him, to love those of His family.

Need to know in order not to waste our lives—know God’s purpose.

· Planned for God’s Pleasure
· Formed for Gods’ family

·  Created to conform to Christ’s character

· Molded to Christ’s Ministry

· Made to Fulfill Christ’s mission

DOES GOD HAVE A PLAN FOR ME….TO FULFILL THAT PURPOSE?


What does God expect from me?  (Ephesians 5:15 -20)

· Be careful with life—understand what the Lord wants you to do!  (15-17)

Three Questions:

I.  WHAT DOES GOD WANT FROM ME?    (Romans 6:3, 6, 9.)  Do you know?

A) TO KNOW:


1) Life is no longer about you!  You have died.



-Dog/cat theology—not the big Meow!



-Don’t let the “Big I “ have dominion


B) TO CONSIDER

· CONSIDER/Reckon that you are dead, alive in Christ—
(Romans 6:11)

-It’s not you trying to live for  Christ, but Christ living through you.
-John 15:5—Abide in me.

C) TO YIELD

· YIELD your life to Him—(Romans 6: 13, 19; 12:1,2 Matt 6:24)
-Presenting oneself to God implies a recognition that you belong to God.

-Must be conscious act or –God is there to serve you, you are the focus of Church. Programs, worship—what do I get out of it


D) TO WALK


· WALK in the Spirit—(Roman 8:1-8)
-Two Laws—spirit of flesh—I try, or focus on power of the spirit

-Learn the strategy—take time to pray.

This is the Game Plan—Problem?

· Lord, Lord—Excuses—Luke 14: Excuses wealth/work wife
· Prov 3:5,6  Trust…heart..not rely on own insight, acknowledge Him—straight path.  Secret of Success—put God first in marriage, famly career, school

· Don’t want to change

WHAT DOES GOD WANT?   YOUR WHOLE LIFE!!!!


II) WHAT DOE IT TAKE TO FULFILL GOD’S PURPOSE

How do I do that?   Where do I begin?  How do I give my whole life to God so I can full his purpose—God tells you in one word: DISCIPLINE.

I Timothy 4:7—Proverbs 10 :17—You cannot be a disciple of Christ without being disciplined—two words go together.  It takes DISCIPLINE.

· MEANING:  Delayed Gratification, doing the difficult now to enjoy the benefit later…keeping emotions and hasty judgement in check…doing the things I don’t want to do or feel  like doing now to see the benefit later in life.
· If you hate that word,…different one!  Habit…our life is defined by habits.
A) SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES—Putting “First things First”

1) Biblical example of Mary and Martha—Luke 10:38-42.  Distracted by many tasks, Martha has spiritual A.D.D.  Mary has chosen the better part.

· It’s a choice

-You can choose between good things in life and better things!

-How important is your time with God?

2) How much of what I am doing will last for eternity?

· Best use of your time is to invest it in something that’s going to last:  things or people; prosperity or God  Matt 5:24
What does God want?  He wants you… He wants your whole life!

What does it take?  It takes discipline…habits… spiritual priorities

III. WHY SHOULD I DO IT…To fulfill God’s Purpose

Why should we put forth the effort?  We naturally want to know the benefits—both for here and now, and for eternity forever,   that’s not where we begin.  That put’s the focus on the big Meow!!

A. What is God’s PURPOSE for me?  To love God, grow in Him, serve Him.
· Worship almighty God
· Belong to Christ’s family

· Conform to Christ’s character

· Use my gifts for ministry to the body

· Share my faith with the world

B. What’s my MOTIVATION?  Gratitude for the love of God
1.  The CROSS of Christ—2 Cor 5:15

· Christ gave Himself completely for you

-That settled your forgiveness and your destiny.

· With out the cross you are hopeless—damned with no future

· Now you have freedom—have hope, security, eternal destiny

2. The BLOOD  of Christ  I Cor 6:19, 20; Eph 1:7

· You  are no longer your own

· Jesus now is Lord and we are his servants to do the bidding  of the Master
C.  What is my RESPONSE?  Rom 12:1,2

1.  Involves both body and mind
2.  It cost God His son’s death for you, it now costs you your life to   live for Him

3.  Praise God for the testimony of so many who have been touched by the grace of God

· People who care enough about whether people are going to heaven or hell—EE, Impact

· For prayer warriors who take serious that we are in spiritual warfare
· For people who care for single moms, people with cancer

· For teams who take care of behind the scenes needs so ministry can take place

· For faithful givers who know that the church can minister only when people tithe and sacrifice for the Lord’s work

Does God have a plan for me?  Indeed he does!... To fulfill His purpose!  What does he want from you?  Your whole life…to know Him, to love Him, to yield to Him, walk in Him.  What  will it take?  Discipline: Spiritual Discipline (habits) and priority disciplines.  Why should you do it?  Because of the cross of Christ and his shed blood!  Because you realize how much He love you and seek you to demonstrate your love for Him.
