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FULFILLING GOD’S PURPOSE FOR MY LIFE

3.  “You Are Planned for God’s Pleasure!”
July 25, 2004

Last Week:  Does God have a plan for me to fulfill His purpose for my life?  The answer is Yes!  To fulfill His purpose God wants my whole life, then my priorities; the motivation for this is my response first to Christ’s love as an expression of gratitude.  


Today’s Focus:   “God not only wants us to know that He loves us, but that He planned us for His pleasure as we worship Him, by giving Him our attention, our affection and our abilities.
Today’s Study:  Ephesians 1:1-14
I.  YOU WERE _________________________________________
A. God the Father ________________us in Christ before the creation of the world.    Vs 3 & 4
· To be Holy
· To be Blameless
B. God the Father_________________us to be____________________ as His sons     through Jesus Christ.  V. 5 & 6

· According to His Pleasure and Will  Vs. 5

· So that we might praise His glorious grace  Vs 6, 12, 14

C.  God the Father’s purpose is to bring ___________  __________   in heaven and on earth _______________under one _______________, even ________________

II. GOD TAKES PLEASURE IN OUR _____________________________________
Although God chose us, planned us, and He is sovereign, yet one thing He takes pleasure in:  our expression of love and affection for Him.  Worship is the believer’s response to God’s love…it’s giving back to God.  God takes pleasure in our worship when our…. 
A. Worship is focusing my __________________on God
· God wants your focus  Psalm 139: 1-3;  Rom 8:7
· You must choose to focus on God, not yourself.  Rom.  12:2, Psalm 105:4

B.  Worship is expressing my _______________________ to God
· Learn to say “I Love you God!”  I John 4:19,  Hosea 6:6

· God doesn’t want your duty, He wants your desire.  Ex. 4: 8 -10;  

Romans 6: 13

C.  Worship is using my ________________________ for God

· Love shows itself practically.  Col 3: 23, Rom. 12:1

· Love is demonstrated by your priorities.  Matt. 4: 8-10; II Cor 5:9

Worship is not about you…it is about God, as you focus your thoughts on Him, your passion to Him and your strength for Him.  What practical choices do you need to make to be drawn closer to the One who planned you for His pleasure?
