AMBASSADOR’S CLASS NOTES



Dr  Stephen P Struikmans

FULFILLING GOD’S PURPOSE FOR MY LIFE

6.   “You Are In the Lord’s Army!”
August 22, 2004
Scripture:  Ephesians 3:7-13; 4:1-16; 2:10
Focus:  “When God calls people to salvation, He gifts them to participate in His mission and ministry!”
Introduction:
What a joy it is to know that we human beings are not some cosmic accident adrift on a planet called earth, mere chance happenings, creatures of chance, fate and luck, without any purpose or significance.  All around we see a world of design, intricate balance, purpose and significance.  Therefore it demands an answer to the question we ask about ourselves:  “What on earth am I here for?”  Do I have a purpose for my existence?
Once we establish the fact that there is a creator-designer and discover that He not only created us, but that He also has made Himself known to humanity, we have the privilege to know who God is and how to have a relationship with Him.  Further we learn that He has an exciting purpose and plan for us!  For our lives to be successful, we need to discover that purpose and how to fulfill it.  He planned us for His pleasure—to worship Him.  He formed us for His family—that we may have fellowship.  He created us to reflect His character—so we are transformed into His image.  Today, we realize that when God saved us, His purpose was not that we might simply be His pets, but that He saved us to (Eph. 2:10) “do the works which God prepared in advance for us to do!”
A good way to state it is:  “We’re in the Lord’s army”.  It’s up to us to report for duty and to submit to our Commander-In-Chief, Jesus Christ.
I. WE ARE MADE FOR MISSION
As we continue our study of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians we remember what he said in 2:19-22 , that we (as the church) are a “Holy temple in the Lord in whom God dwells.”  As Paul picks up on this statement in 3:1, he explains that this understanding defines his purpose as a disciple of Jesus Christ. (3:2). This understanding must define our purpose as well.  Let’s examine two important facts:
A. Christians are called to participate in God’s work.
What is this work in which we are to participate.

1.  To help people to experience God’s Grace. 3:2, 6, 7.

· There is a world around us who are “without hope, separated from Christ, alienated…strangers to God’s promises.” (2:12,13).  They need to know that a relationship with God is possible by Grace.

· II Cor. 5:18-20 reminds us that we as the church have the ministry and message of reconciliation, we are God’

· Why does it exist?

-Whare are we to be?

-What are we to do?

-How are we to do it?

· How does RCC express it?  Come, Connect, Commit, Care.

.
2. To help people to express God’s glory.
· Vs. 7. “the gift of God’s grace…vs.6 “fellow heirs…members…partakers..” unsearchable riches of Christ
· The Lord seeks people to worship Him—John 4:23; to thank Him. Rom. 1:21
· Vs. 9…the plan of the mystery…vs.10 wisdom of God.”

· Our purpose is to demonstrate and share 

B. Christians are Commanded to Pass on God’s Word

There is some content that people need to hear through our preaching.  Notice what makes this news so wonderful.

1. “Unsearchable riches” –“that which cannot be traced out”

The riches of Christ here have to do totally with Him.  It is something that people cannot work out themselves, it is a salvation that He bestows—unfathomable.  3:18, 20
· Christ gives you a relationship  with God, not just some religion.
· Religion centers on what man must do for God so He will love accept them and be pacified.  A relationship has to do with acceptance, familiarity, belonging.
· 11-12 “Eternal purpose”  not some last minute reaction, but the focus of God’s plan all along.
2. “The Mystery.”  What’s this mystery—that the Gentiles are fellow heirs with the Jews, belong to the same family because of God’s promise

· That the Gentiles were to be saved was the mystery (Rom 9:23-33). But the mystery was how.  A whole new thing.  The church, which is Christ’s body, formed by the baptisme of the Holy Spirit and in which the earthly distinction of Jew and Gentile disappears. (Eph. 2:14)
· The remarkable part of  this mystery is that Gentiles are fellow heirs and partakers of the promise which are in Christ Jesus.

· the focus is on “It is done”  not “You must do!”
· God’s focus is not on goodness, but on forgiveness.

· God’s call for us is to be contagious Christians, we need to be lighthouses as we take opportunities to share the unsearchable riches and mystery.

Has it hit you yet “People matter to God—therefore they must matter to us.”
II. WE ARE SHAPED FOR SERVICE

Let me draw it out for you.  Here we are—the church—we have a mission, purpose—we are the agency to make known the best news this world can ever hear!  “How sinful people can become right with a Holy God!”  Not what’s God’s strategy?  How does this job get done?
Whenever God gives an assignment to do something, He never gives it to us without equipping us first.  Here are 3 basic criteria for the church as we seek to serve the Lord.

A. We must center on team unity.(4:1-6)
1. We are first called to live the life   (1-3)

· We can’t give away something we haven’t got.  “Therefore” reaches back to all the blessings, elected status, the now life, the new position in Christ, all Christ’s riches.
· With that as the motivation, the call now is the walk—to worthy manner.  That the behavior reflect the bbelief.  A calling is a divine summons, it’s an occupation..  Our heavenly summons to be saints is to live saintly lives.

· There is lttle credibility in the message if the messenger doesn’t live it out. (vs 2,3).  It takes humility, little pridefulness, and patience.
2. We Are Challenged to Maintain Unity and Peace
· To maintain it means its already given to us…to keep is to guard by exercising a watchful eye.  It means to guard one’s possession.

· Unity is to remain in harmony as a product of the Holy Spirit. Bonding is a binding factor.

· Peace—making sure that broken relationships are mended.

For a church to effectively proclaim the gospel and be effective in it’s proclaiming it means it must be unified, working together, without broken relationships.

· Because everything Christ is and Has done is unification.  

Here we as God’s people must respond to it as highest priority.

B. We must Consider Christ Gifts   (4:23-24)
From the church as a whole, Paul now passes to its individual members.  In the unity of the churc, the indivual Christian is now considered.  The grace that brought us into the body of Christ is also the grace from God that gives individual Christians spiritual Gifts—to each one., over against all.  Each person gets the grace which Christ has to give and gets us the preparation in which the giver is pleased to give it (ICor. 12:4-6)
· The grace here has to do with the exercise of special gifts for service, not the grace for daily living.
· Vss. 8-10—Here the reference is to gifted men that Christ gives to the church.  In order to ascend to heaven and give these gifts to the church, He had to lead captivity captive.  Who are captives?  Those who were still in “Paradise”.  The place of the dead waiting Christ’s resurrection (Luke 16:22; Eph 3:16 -20)
· Now in vs. 11 Paul identifies the gifts spoken of in verse 7.  They are gifted men, given to the church.

1. The Leadership Equips the Laity How to do the Work.
A.  Gifted Leaders
· Apostles—12 Apostles…today those who plant churches

· Prophets—not thos who fortell the future, but preaches and expanders of the Word.

· Evangelists- are the traveling messengers, both at home and abroad

· Shepherds, Preachers and Teachers—those who shepherd God’s people by teaching how to live based on who they are
B. Gifted to Equip
· These men are given to the church to equip the people of God for Christian service.

· Teach the basics with practical application

· One of the key functions of leaders is to help people to discover, develop and demonstrate their spiritual gifts.

            -I Cor. 12: 4-11 – As each new person discovers their giftedness, they will determine their position on the team, where to function.
2.The Laity Build up the Body by doing the Work – (12)
· The ministry work is to be done—not by the pastor—teacjers—but by His laity, the people who us their spiritual gifts
· Evangelists bring them in, teachers give instruction, helpers assist, leaders deal with brokenness, mercy, etc.
.

C. We must Concentrate on Christ’ Goals
The object of Chris’t gifts and provision made by Him for its fulfillment is now followed by a statement of the goal.  What do we want to see happen?

· Unity of Faith—A faith exercised in Christ, oneness of faith working together, substance of what we believe.

· Knowledge of the Son of God—to thoroughly know Christ,

· Maturity that reflects Christ in one’s life.

· A faith that is stable and secure, not shallow by false teachers.

How do we do that?
1. By Relying on God’s Word—God’s Truth

· Today all  truth is relative, whatever you want to believe.  For Christians truth rests in Jesus and scripture  IITim 8:16 -17

· Teach it explain it, model it, hold people accountable.

2.  By Reflecting God’s Love
· Love is the glue that binds the believers together

· Love is the union that causes us to respond to Christ

Finish the Diagram—church, Goal, strategy.—Spiritual Gifts

Question!  Will God say “Well done, good and faithful servant to you on that day when you will stand before Him.

