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FULFILLING GOD’S PURPOSE FOR MY LIFE

5.   “You Are Created to Become Like Christ!”
August 15, 2004
Scripture:  Ephesians 4:17-32; Romans 8:28-29
Focus:  “God’s ultimate goal for each individual Christian is to become like Christ!”
Introduction:
Everybody needs a purpose in living their life.  You need to know who you are, why you are here, where you’re going and how to get there.  It’s a sad commentary to come to the end of your life and having lived it; you look back and don’t know “what on earth am I here for!”
It’s like the person who said that all his life he thought his purpose in life was to climb the ladder of success, only to discover after retirement that he had placed his ladder against the wrong wall.  Thus far we’ve discovered that God has a plan.  He created us and called us to be His people.  Our first purpose is to get to know and love God—that’s called worship.  Our second purpose, God wants us to be connected with other Christians, to love them and to maintain unity because we’re God’s family.

Today we look at the third purpose that God put you on this planet for, and we find it in Romans 8:28-29.  God’s plan from the start has been not only your salvation and redemption, but also to make you like Jesus.  He’s not saying that He’s making you into a god.  He wants you to develop His character—the way He thinks, the way He acts, the way He feels, His values, and His moral character.  Look at Ephesians 4:15.

This means that the focus of our lives is constant change and growth according to God’s purpose.  So how does this happen?

The Changed Life is…..
I. FORMED WHEN YOU RECEIVE A NEW HEART
Let’s review what the Bible teaches.  Before you become a Christian;
A. You were dead  in trespasses and sins – Eph 2:1-4.
1.  Make no mistake in your understanding.  You not only are a sinner in that you commit sins that need forgiveness, but you’re also dead- spiritually dead in your sins.  You are not only helpless—there’s nothing you could do to save yourself, but also hopeless—in that, apart from God stepping in you and I were lost, doomed, under God’s wrath and judgment.
2. That’s why Jesus said to Nicodemas—“You must be born again.”
B. You were saved by God’s grace through faith.
1. The second thing the Bible teaches us is that because God stepped in—simply by His undeserved favor, nothing that we deserved, earned, warranted or could receive credit for—God sent His Son into the world to die for our sins—taking the penalty then He arose from the dead so we too could come alive spiritually.
· By inviting Christ into our lives, results in His life entering or indwelling our lives.

2. God’s plan is that we simply receive it by believing what God promised He would do—faith—taking God at His Word. 
So, the changed life (II Cor. 5:17) is formed when we receive a new heart—alive spiritually by Jesus Christ.

The Changed Life is ….
II. TRANSFORMED WHEN YOU RENEW YOUR HEAD.  Called to grow up – 4:15.  What’s the process here.  Notice that your “behavior system is determined by your belief system”. (Eph. 4:17-20)  The call of God is that our behavior must change.  We are not to live as non-Christians people in our society. (Rom. 12:2)
So what’s the problem—“The futility of their minds!….Rom. 12:2 says, we can be “transformed” (changed in character and behavior) by the renewal of our minds.  God changes your heart, but you must renew your mind.  What that means is that your perspective or worldview must change.  You now have the mind of Christ (I Cor. 2:14-16).  Let’s compare the difference between the old and new nature.
A. Your old nature is feeling based.  (4:20-22)
1. The Old nature is described as corrupt through deceitful lusts.  Lust is a craving, a passionate desire—wanting, and goal oriented by comparing with others.  Deceitful – it is based on falsehood, trickery, treachery, delusion.
2. There exists a moral insensitivity, having no deep inner convictions to guide one’s life.  Greed.

3. What stimulates the way you feel.  Look at three power areas:

a. Self-Image – formed by one’s reflection of himself as he has formed this opinion based on how others treat him.  Deep down inside he loves himself and will protect himself.

b. Guilt – This comes as a result of one’s own behavior and choices and when viewed as contrary to a set norm, feeling of self incrimination, blameworthiness, and self-condemnation set in.  A person’s behavior will become belligerent in an effort to compensate for those bad feelings, or may cause someone to withdraw and become negative to live.
c. Bitterness – This feeling is the result of the behavior of others as they inflict abuse, ail to meet obligations, or act in a way that demeans or injures a person.
· A bitter individual can become judgmental, hostile, and critical and can result in hurting others.

d. Fear – Feelings of fear are caused when one feels threatened, insecure, suspicious, and apprehensive due to uncertainty, an insecure present or future.

As a result the old nature responds to a darkened mind, a mind that can’t see beyond its feelings.

B. Your new nature is faith based  (4:23-24)
1. Vs. 23 – Be renewed, renovated, and transformed.  Develop a whole new perspective toward life.  Your worldview has to change 

· There is a God who is all powerful

· You belong to Him, forgiven, empowered, loved, gifted

· God has a plan for this world, a destiny; you’re a part of it.
· No person comes to God, but by Jesus.

· God uses troubles to teach us to trust Him.

· God uses temptations to teach us to obey Him

· God uses trespasses to teach us to forgive others.

· God uses His truth to transform us.

2.
Vs. 24 – The new nature is created after the likeness of God.  Develop a confidence that God has given you a new nature (II Cor. 5:17) and God will grow it after the pattern of what He is.  It is based on truth and a righteousness that reflects Christ.

· A believer must see his life from the perspective of the truth of the cross and the righteousness that the cross brings.

a.  Self-esteem is now Christ Esteem.  Your identity, value, worth, and esteem is no longer based on your heritage, family culture, education, abilities or acceptance by others.  But on the faith that you no longer live (Gal. 2:20)  You are Christ’s family, and your name is Christian.

b.   Guilt has been shifted to forgiven. – The cross tells you that God placed your sins on Jesus.  You are forgiven, cleansed.  God looks at you “just as if you’d never sinned”!  By faith in Christ’s shed blood you now realize your guild has been washed away.

c.   Bitterness is turned to reconciliation.  As you look at your old hurts, resentments and see those who caused them, because of the cross of Christ, you no longer see them with your old eyes.  Now you see them through the eyes of Christ who said, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.”  (Eph. 4:30-32)  You forgive others because you have been forgiven by God.  Your faith in what Christ has done lifts you from your pain to the joy of being free.  (II Cor. 5:20; Matt. 6:12, 14)
d.   Fear is replaced by faith, hope, and love.  Resting in the victory of the cross, as seen through an empty tomb, we now know that death does not have the last word.  With that great enemy death removed, we now can face all of life.  We have no fear of failure, because I can do all things in Christ….we have no fear to step out and risk, because if we sin, we can confess it and be forgiven…we have no fear of the future, because our ascended Christ is Lord of all and before Him every knee will bow.  We have no fear of change, because our God is able to do far more abundantly than all we ask or think.

Your life will be transformed when you change the way to view God, yourself and life.

The Changed Life is……

III.
REFORMED WHEN YOU REDIRECT YOUR HABITS

Once we all understand God’s truth to transform the way we think and how we view the world around us—(our worldview)—that truth must now begin to reform or impact the old habits of our lives.  Notice how Paul begins with “therefore” in vs. 25.  (Eph. 4:25-29)
A. Put off the old habits—what are they?  Like putting on clothes.

· The clothes you wear are symbols of how you see yourself!

1. Your tendency to lie—stop trying to put yourself in a good light, hiding from the truth, and covering over behavior and words that need to be exposed.

2. Watch your anger.  What sets you off, is there unresolved issues in your life; what causes your frustration level to rise?

3. Look for what you claim is yours but really belongs to another.  How about your time, material things, credit for things, and cheating.

4. If you have a quick tongue, a foul mouth, crude jokes, put down of others—let it go.

B.  Put on the holy habit.  The challenge is to replace bad habits with good habits.  Because you have a new heart, new nature, a new character you now want Christ to shine through you.

1.   Now speak truthfully.  Because Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life—and He now dwells in us, we must allow His truth to set us free.  Because we belong to the same body, God’s truth must prevail.

2.   it’s OK to get angry on occasion, but that’s no excuse to lose control and cause more pain.  Make confession and reconciliation highest priority with other believers.

3.   Instead of making “getting” priority in your life, start focusing on “giving”.  How can you give—give your time, give your resources, give your compliments, give credit to whom it is due.  Give because God gave out of His grace.

4.   As words come out of your mouth let them be words of grace and truth, words that buildup—not tear down, words that bless people and honor the Lord.

Your behavior will reflect what you believe and who it is that lives within you.

IV. CONFORMED WHEN YOU RELY ON SOME PRACTICAL HANDLES
As this chapter comes to a close Paul challenges the Ephesians and us not to grieve the Holy Spirit who has put His seal on us.  How do we continue to grow more Christ-like in this challenging and corrupt world we live in?  Here are four handles that we must put into practice.  If we want to continue to e conformed into Christ’s image, then we must be…..

A. Constantly studying the Word of God – II Tim. 3:15-17

1. How can we know what’s right, what’s wrong, what needs to change and how to fulfill God’s purpose unless we study God’s Word?
2. I challenge you to commit to a regular time of study.

B. Consistently develop your prayer life – John 16:24

1. Don’t allow prayer to become some religious ritual.  Let it be conversation with God.  Checking in with Him, willing to hear Him speak.

2. Take hold of those precious moments each day to fellowship with God.

      C.   Commit yourself to fellowship with other believers – Heb. 10:24, 25

1.  The way to grow is to rub shoulders with others who are serious about growing in Christ.  Don’t neglect it, let others challenge you and hold you accountable.  Be sure to gather in worship and praise.


      2.   What group of Christians is holding you accountable in your walk?

       D.   Be contagious in your witness and in your service – Acts 1:8

1.   God has called us to be involved in what is important to Him.  He died so people might live.  Because people matter to God, they must also matter to us.  Also, be available to serve by using your gifts to further God’s Kingdom.

2.   Are others attracted to Christ because of you?  Are you making yourself available so God’s good news can touch people?
CONCLUSION:

God never said that Jesus died on the cross so we can be saved by and by—in the mean time we just live good moral lives until we die!  No, when He saved us He gave us not only salvation from God’s wrath against sin, but He gave us His life.  As He came to dwell in us He expects our lives to reflect His presence and character all the more.  That means change!  Are you ready to change?.... to be conformed and transformed?  How’s progress coming along in your life???
